
Part of the beauty of Reconstruction-

ist Judaism is the importance given to 

the input and participation of the 
people who make up the community, 

as they envision together how best to 

live their values – whether derived 

from within or beyond Jewish tradi-

tion.  We are hoping to begin having 
some conversations about how we 

envision services at Temple B’nai 

Abraham – from High Holidays, to 

Friday night and Saturday morning 
services.  Are our services a reflec-

tion of our values and the diversity of 

our community?  Is there interest in 

exploring and experimenting with 

different modes of prayer?  What 
would speak to people and feel rele-

vant and impactful in their lives?  

These are important conversations, 

and they can’t happen without a 

range of conversation partners. 

 

Toward that end, I wanted to take a 

moment this month to put out a call 
for members to join the Religious 

Committee.  It isn’t necessary to 

know everything to join in the con-

versation – all that is needed is an 

interest in the questions, the ability 
to listen to others and contribute 

your perspective, and a willingness to 

learn and grow.  If you are interested 

in being a part of these kinds of con-
versations, please be in touch with 

our new Religious Chair, Marcia 

Rosen, or with me. 

 
And, while I am writing about wanting to 

engage more people in the religious and 

ritual life of our community, I would also 

like to urge anyone who is interested in 

taking an active role in services to be in 
touch with me as well.  I’m not talking 

about filling in for me when I have a Shab-

bat off – just wanting to let people know 

that their participation is welcome and en-
couraged in whatever capacity they hope to 

be involved.  This might be leading a single 

prayer that you love, bringing a poem or 

short reading that moves you to share dur-

ing a service, or something else that I have-
n’t even thought of yet!  If you are inter-

ested in learning a specific prayer to try 

leading sometime, let me know and I can 

get you a recording.  It isn’t necessary to 
be in the B’nai Mitzvah class to learn and 

lead an occasional prayer. 

 

One of our congregants will be giving a ser-
mon during May, and I want to invite oth-

ers who are interested in offering words of 

Torah on a Friday night to let me know.  

We have so many thoughtful people in our 

community, and it would be lovely to hear 

some of your voices during services! 

 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Pfau 

Rabbi’s Message 

April, 2014 “The Temple Shofar”  

Temple B’nai Abraham 

Important Dates 

Tot Shabbat 4/4 

Passover Seder 4/15 

Board Meeting 4/24 

Saturday Service 4/26 

“Cooking With The 

Nissims” 

4/27 

 

Temple President Rabbi Sarah Siedel Sisterhood President 

Charlie Weiss Julie Pfau Randye Bloom 

Temple Officers 

Temple President 

Charlie Weiss 

Executive Vice President 

Brian Epstein 

VP, Finance & Treasurer 

Michael Rosen 

VP, Religious Committee 

Marcia Rosen 

VP, Membership Devlp. 

Kim Aubry 

Chair, Religious School 

Robin Affrime 

Chair, Adult Education 

Betsy Ramos 

Chair, Building  

Neil Nissim 

Chair, Fundraising 

Linda Osman 

Recording Secretary 

Susan Giachetti 



Sisterhood News & Announcements 

Sisterhood News: 

 

Sisterhood fundraiser:  We will be "Cooking with the Nissims" Sunday, April 27 at 2 pm at the Tem-

ple.  Please join us [men and women welcome] as Lee Nissim's children, Jeff and Barbara, with 

help from Karen Nissim, lead a cooking demonstration of Sephardic recipes from Lee's kitchen.  You 

will sample several foods and make at least two specialties- bourekas will be one of them- yum-

yum!  All that you will need to bring with you are baking trays so that you can take what you make 

home to bake.  Lee was a fabulous cook and loved to have dinners and parties for her family and 

friends.  Jeff and Barbara will share recipes and stories- the event will be a real treat.  Don't miss 

it!  The donation for the event is $25.00.  Checks should be payable to the Sarah Seidel Sister-

hood.  Reservations must be sent to Randye by April 15.  Looking forward to cooking with you!  

 

The March Sisterhood meeting went very well.  As a Purim project, we made 50 peanut butter and 

jelly lunch bags for the people living in the motel.  We voted to give the Rabbi $200 to purchase re-

source books for the B'nei Mitzvah class. We also voted to cover the entrance fee to the Jewish Mu-

seum for the Hebrew School trip.  The book discussion was enhanced by the presence of a friend of 

Sharon Coleman, Barbara Spivack, who was married to an Ultra-Orthodox man.  She provided addi-

tional insight into the Orthodox community.  Overall, it was a productive and interesting meet-

ing.  Thank you to all who attended. 

 

We will hold our May Sisterhood meeting on Thursday, May 22.  Rabbi Julie Pfau is back by popular 

demand.  Please contact me if you have a topic that you would like the Rabbi to discuss. 

 

I hope you ordered your Passover Hagaddahs- we will be using them very soon. 

 

A happy and healthy Pesach, Randye 
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Sisterhood Donations 

 Get well to Sid Lavine from Rita Nissim and Elaine and Jay Trackman 

 Happy Birthday to Renee Harrison from Phyllis and Is Kamer 

 Rejoicing with Eileen Gale  on her retirement from Rita Nissim and Elaine and Jay Trackman 

Tikkun Olam / Social Action 

TBA continues to make meaningful contributions to hunger relief in our area, and YOU can be part 

of it! Here are ways to help: 

 

 Donating boxes of granola bars or cans of tuna or chicken for our monthly contribution to 

grocery bags for motel residents. 

 Any non-perishable food items are welcome for the St. Mary's Food Pantry, just place them in 

the baskets at the temple. 

 We deliver hot meals prepared by the Friends Meeting in Crosswicks to the Pine Motel on 

the first Thurs. of every month. 

 

All of these efforts are interfaith collaborations with area worship centers. Together we can make a 

difference!  

 

Thank you to Robin and Steve Affrime, the Weiss family, the Kunkler family, Marcy 

Schwartz, Rick Shain and Ellen Wehrman for their continued help with meal delivery.   

 

 

“The habit of 

giving only 

enhances the 

desire to give.” 

 

~ Walt 

Whitman 
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Old Prayer Books 

& Kippot  

 
Old prayer books, Talle-
sim, kippot, or other 
religious items that are 
no longer needed should 
be buried. Please place 
these items into the box 
(by the sanctuary stairs). 
Items will be brought to 
the local Chabad House 
for burial. $5 donations 
are appreciated.    

Memorial Plaques 

 
Plaques are available for 
$250. To order a plaque, 
send the following to 
TBA: Marcia Rosen, 
Plaque Chairman 
PO Box 245 
Bordentown, NJ 08505 
or:  
mjanrosen@comcast.net. 
 
 English name of loved 
one, Hebrew name of 
loved one and date of 
death in the English cal-
endar. Once the plaque 
has been installed, you 
will be billed. Plaques 
will not be moved from 
one board to the other.  

Siddur & Tallit 

Donations 

 
A new siddur (prayer 
book) can be purchased 
in honor of or in memory 
of someone for $35. A 
tallis (prayer shawl) can 
be purchased for $60. 
Please contact Marcia 
Rosen at: 
 mjanrosen@comcast.net  

Yahrzeits for Spring 2014  

April 4th  Mildred Johnson, Mother of Mark Johnson 

April 11th 

 Mary Bird, Mother-in-Law of Sandy Schwartzbird 

 Frances Epstein, Mother of Rhea Goldman 

 Charles Herzog, Father of Madge Rosen 

 Bess Light, Mother of Patricia Light-Tolomeo 

 Jack Harrison, Brother-in-Law of Renee Harrison 

April 18th  Seymour Affrime, Father of Steve Affrime 

April 25th 
 Albert Dowshen, Father of Joel Dowshen 

 Flora Grassian, Mother of Rita Nissim 

May 2nd  Belle Rosen, Mother of Gerald Rosen 

May 9th 

 Leon Herzog, Brother of Madge Rosen  

 Frances Novak, Mother of Blanche Cantor  

 Mary Gross, Aunt of Shyrle Kushner   

 Philip Kushner, Father of Sol Kushner  

May 16th 
 Louis Benson, Father o fCharyl Morginstin    

 Gertrude Urken, Sister of Henry Kessler   

May 23rd 

 Arlene Schwartz, Mother of Phyllis Chudoff   

 Ann Zeitz, Mother of Carl Zeitz   

 Bernard Greenblatt, Father of Marcia Rosen    

 Julia Affrime, Mother of Steve Affrime  

 Rita Hodes, Aunt of Randye Bloom  

May 30th 
 Joseph Harrison, Father-In-Law of Renee Harrison   

 Jacob Mervish, Father of Shyrle Kushner  

Temple Donations 

 Affrime, Robin & Steve, Yahrtzeit of Evelyn Rothman 

 In memory of Ralph Walk from  Judy Schimmel 

 Rosen, Marcia & Michael, Yahrtzeit of Morris Herzog 

 Eileen Gale, Yahrtzeit of Rose Kaiser 

 Brian & Maribeth Epstein, Yahrtzeits of Selma Levitsky, Howard Brewis 

 Rita Nissim, Yahrtzeit  of R. Shemesh 

 Jeffrey Goldman, Yahrtzeit of Sylvia Goldman 

 Marcia & Michael Rosen, Yahrtzeit of Leonard Greenblatt 

 Rhea Goldman, Yahrtzeit of Sylvia Goldman 

 Rhea Goldman, Yahrtzeit of Irving Epstein 

 Rhoda & Henry Kessler, Yahrtzeit of Max Kessler 

 Liz & Len Klepner ,Yahrtzeit of Rose Klepner 

mailto:mjanrosen@comcast.net
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Monthly Oneg Hosts 

April 11th Benowitz / Roth 

April 26th Rosen / Woldow / Sharma  

Tot Shabbat 

Friday evenings, 6:00 PM 

Coming Up:  April 4th  -  Peace/Shalom 

Craft: Dove Decorative Hangings 

 

Includes candle lighting, potluck dinner, story time, a theme-related craft and songs. If you need any 

additional information, or would like to volunteer to help clean up or set up, please contact Kami 

Knapp at: kami.knapp@googledoc.com.  

Save the Date for our Community Passover Seder 

Tuesday April 15 - 2nd night of Passover 

6pm 

at Temple B'nai Abraham 

Families, children and guests are invited to join the community  

to enjoy the story of Passover led by Rabbi Julie. 

 

The cost for a full dinner: 

Adults - $35 

Children (10 to 15yr.) - $15 

Children (5 to 9yr) - $10 

Children under 5  - Free 

 
Please call or email your reservation by March 28th 

Kim Aubry at kimaubry@gmail.com or 609-499-3158 

Passover Seder 

It is always the season for sharing and giving. Please share with the Temple by purchasing your gift 

cards from Acme or ShopRite for your New Year’s celebration.  

 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Abraham and send to:  Marsha Dowshen / 502 

Farnsworth Ave., Bordentown, NJ 08505 / (609) 298-5306. Your cards will be sent to you the 

same day.   

Supermarket Gift Card Program 

mailto:kami.knapp@googledoc.com
mailto:kimaubry@gmail.com
tel:609-499-3158
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=328&sa=X&biw=1600&bih=783&tbm=isch&tbnid=dBOVsXJ3msgIHM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.judaicawebstore.com%2Fpassover--C35.aspx&docid=pgQ-40HD7VI1dM&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.judaicawebstore.com%2FAssets%2FNewProductImages
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Sisterhood Fundraiser:   
 
We will be "Cooking with the Nissims" Sunday, April 27 at 2 pm at 

the Temple.  Please join us [men and women welcome] as Lee Nissim's 

children, Jeff and Barbara, with help from Karen Nissim, lead a cooking 

demonstration of Sephardic recipes from Lee's kitchen.  You will sample 

several foods and make at least two specialties- bourekas will be one of 

them- yum-yum!  All that you will need to bring with you are baking 

trays so that you can take what you make home to bake.  Lee was a 

fabulous cook and loved to have dinners and parties for her family and 

friends.  Jeff and Barbara will share recipes and stories- the event will 

be a real treat.  Don't miss it!  The donation for the event is 

$25.00.  Checks should be payable to the Sarah Seidel Sister-

hood.  Reservations must be sent to Randye by April 15.   

 

Looking forward to cooking with you!  
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WHERE 
The Jewish Museum 1109 5th Avenue (at 92nd Street) 

www.TheJewishMuseum.org New York, NY 10128 

      

      

WHEN 
Sunday, May 18th, 2014 Group 1 (ages   6 – 12): 10:00 am – 11:15 am 

10 am – 5 pm, including Exhibit à Group 2 (ages 13 – 18): 11:30 am – 12:45 pm 

      

      

COST 
Transportation to Admission & Private Exhibit Tour 

NYC Only! Generously Donated by Temple Sisterhood 

        

Private 
Exhibit Tour 

“Art and Identity”: Change in the Modern World 
Students consider personal, collective, or cultural identity through an examination of paintings, sculp-
tures, and/or photographs. Tours will address issues of assimilation, stereotypes and discrimination, 
and heritage. 

Note: You and your family are welcome to stay at the museum until closing or leave at any 
time that is convenient for you following the private exhibit tour (1 hour, 15 minutes / tour). 

Program 
Overview 

In this program students will observe a variety of paintings, sculptures, and photographs from the past 
150 years that take their inspiration from extraordinary historical occurrences such as immigration, 
the Industrial Age, World Wars I and II, the Holocaust, and the Civil Rights movement. Students will 
discuss particular works of art and examine artists’ responses to these events. 

Education 
Goals 

Explore the Museum’s fine arts collection and learn how to analyze individual works of art. 
Understand how works of art communicate ideas through their forms and subject matter. 
Examine how artists respond to historical events. 
Discuss personal reactions to historical events and the works of art that reference them. 

Transporta-
tion 

& Information 

As an alternative to driving, we recommend taking the train from Hamilton to NYC, and the subway up 
to 92nd Street. You and your children are welcome to accompany our family on this trip. 

Round trip NJ Transit train tickets are $30 for adults / $18 for children over 11 years old. Subway fare 
is $2.50 / trip. Alternately, driving will include tolls and parking (amounts TBD). 

Recommendations for lunch at a nearby restaurant will be offered that morning. 

RSVP 

TO:  Charlie Weiss / president@bnai-abraham.org / 609.802.2766 

CC:  Kami Knapp / kami.knapp@googlemail.com / 206.915.7047 

BY:  No later than April 30th, 2014 with signed Permission Slips (below) 

¢9at[9 .Ωb!L !.w!I!aτHEBREW SCHOOL CLASS TRIP 

mailto:president@bnai-abraham.org
mailto:kami.knapp@googlemail.com
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Parental Permission for School Trips 

 
 
Name of Students: ______________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Date of Trip:   May 18th, 2014 
 
 
Location of Trip   The Jewish Museum, New York 
 
 
Cost of Trip  Transportation only. Admission Covered.  
 
 
Transportation  Recommendations included in program overview.  
 
 
Time of Trip  Approximately 10 am ς 5 pm excluding travel. 
 
 
Teacher    Kami Knapp 
 
 
We approve the arrangement for the trip.  Every effort has been made to provide adequate care and supervision of 
the students.  It is my understanding that the same standard of conduct applies on this trip as prevails within the tem-
ple.   
 
Name of Parent  
or Legal Guardian ______________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Parent  
or Legal Guardian  ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Date   ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Return Form  No later than April 30th, 2014 to President@Bnai-Abraham.org or  
   to Kami Knapp during Hebrew School. 

¢9at[9 .Ωb!L !.w!I!aτHEBREW SCHOOL CLASS TRIP 

mailto:President@Bnai-Abraham.org
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Exhibit Tour Background Information 

 

Art, Identity, and Change in the Modern World examines works of art from the Museum’s permanent exhibition which 
date from the 19th century to present and relate to historical events in Jewish history and the history of the modern 
world. This period in Jewish history begins with the Jewish Enlightenment (haskalah) movement, which developed from 
the mid-18th century to the late 19th centuries in Europe. Led by German Jewish intellectuals, the movement sought to 
emancipate Jews and granted them equal rights under the law. By the start of World War I in 1914 many Jews were inte-
grated into secular society. They established themselves professionally and intellectually and many fought in World War I 
as representatives of their respective countries; Britain, France, and Germany had many Jewish soldiers in their armies. 
The Enlightenment occurred during a period of industrialization and urbanization. Many Europeans found these times 
difficult because they resulted in economic hardship and political upheaval. Anti-Semitism—discrimination and prejudice 
against Jewish people—provided an outlet for these frustrations. The Jews were perceived as being responsible for these 
changes, since they benefited from emancipation and modernity. In Russia, Jews faced organized attacks (pogroms) on 
their villages sponsored by the government. One response to anti-Semitism was the Zionist movement, led by Theodor 
Herzl. Zionism aimed at re-establishing a Jewish nation in Palestine and ultimately brought about the creation of the mod-
ern State of Israel in 1948. Another response to anti-Semitism was emigration. Many Jews who felt discriminated against 
in their homeland moved elsewhere; the two most popular destinations were the United States and Palestine. The first 
wave of immigration began in the 1880s, followed by periods after the first and second World Wars. 
 
The Jews who remained in Europe withstood the repercussions of World War I, with all other Europeans. One such reper-
cussion was the reorganization of the German government. In 1933, the National Socialist German Workers (Nazi) Party, 
with Adolf Hitler as chancellor, attained power. The ideology of Hitler and the Nazis was that Jews—along with Sinti 
(Gypsies), disabled individuals, political prisoners, homosexuals, and Slavs—should be eradicated. Between 1933 and the 
end of World War II in 1945, the Nazis killed six million Jews and millions of others. These atrocities have come to be re-
ferred to as the Holocaust. The destruction of two-thirds of European Jewry as a result of the Holocaust led the United 
States to become the most prominent center of Jewish life. In the United States, Jewish immigrants had to find ways of 
integrating into American society. Like all immigrants, Jews face questions concerning their identity: What is their place in 
the world and relationship to their collective past and family history? What are their rights as citizens of the United 
States? How does their collective experience as a minority group compare to the experiences of others? The relationship 
between African Americans and American Jews and their encounters with historical events such as the Holocaust and the 
Civil Rights movement, for example, demonstrate these shared experiences. Today, the Jewish community all over the 
world is united by a collective history and culture. The works of art in the Jewish Museum’s permanent exhibition reflect 
this particular experience; they also connect to the history of the modern world. 

Things to know before you arrive  
 

Thank you for scheduling a visit to The Jewish Museum. The Education Department staff are pleased to welcome you and 
your students to our Museum. In an effort to make your visit enjoyable, we ask that you and your students help us by fol-
lowing the guidelines below. Please read and share pertinent information with your students.   
 

 For any logistical questions prior to your visit, please call 212.423.3225. 

 If you are running more than 15 minutes late on the day of your visit, please call 212.423.3213. 

 Plan to arrive 10 minutes before your tour begins. Your group will not be allowed into the building before 
10am or more than 15 minutes before your program starts. 

 Tours will be shortened for late arrivals. 

 Bags may be searched upon arrival. All bags and coats will be locked in our classroom during the program. 
Bags are not permitted in the galleries under any circumstances. Please note that any coats not kept in the 
classroom must be worn throughout the visit. 

 Please be mindful of the Museum’s other visitors in the museum by remaining quiet, calm, and respectful of 
the Museum’s security and visitor services staff. 

 The Museum cannot provide space for groups to have lunch or snack within the building. 

 No outside food or beverage can be brought into the Museum. 

¢9at[9 .Ωb!L !.w!I!aτHEBREW SCHOOL CLASS TRIP 
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