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THE BLESSINGS OF BELONGING

One of the myths many of us thrill to is that of the lone hero, the Indiana Jones type, the
adventurer who can make it through any challenging or even dangerous situation, triumphing against all
odds and, most importantly, not needing anyone’s help. Many of us may attribute greater virtue to those
whose accomplishments are-- or seem to be-- achieved on their own. We assume these people have
earned their success, and we may view our own accomplishments and the degree to which we enjoy
material success as a function of our individual strengths, a reflection of our own personal character.

But are we really, each of us, such isolated individuals? | would posit that we are not. The
image that fits a bit better is that of being part of a web of relationships. None of us would be where we
are in our lives had we not received loving help from countless sources. And in fact, even our
archetypes of isolation are not really isolated: cowboys work in teams, entrepreneurs must network if they
are to succeed, and even Indiana Jones had to have a buddy or his dad around or he wouldn't have
made it out of most of his tight spots.

To acknowledge our interdependence with each other is to act against the isolating tendencies of

r our society. Each of us joined Temple B'nai Abraham because we knew that our Jewishness had a much
petter chance of surviving and thriving in the company of other Jews than in isolation. Admitting our
mutual need for each other is not a sign of weakness; it is telling ourselves the truth.

The congregation is now facing some decisions, one of which is whether to affiliate with a
movement within the stream of American Judaism or remain unaffiliated, a “lone ranger.” Just as we
know how much harder it would be to retain our Jewishness as individual Jews without having our
synagogue community, it is also difficult to flourish without the support of a movement of other
congregations with which we could share our hopes and fears.

But belonging to a movement would mean so much more than merely emotional support for the
congregation. The movement being looked into is the Reconstructionist movement (the movement's
name is the Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot, of FRCH, rhyming with
“church”), and they provide very practical support to congregations in many ways. The professional staff
is there to help with concems like leadership development, organizational structure, fundraising, policy
development and conflict resolution, and as a FRCH member congregation, B'nai Abraham would have
access to all of these resources.

In addition, member congregations benefit from contact with other groups facing similar issues,
so that problem-solving ideas are shared and so that we as an unaffiliated congregation would not have
to rely on the expertise of our members or, if we are lacking membership with expertise in an area
important to the growth of the congregation, on paid consultants. In the past, FRCH congregations have
shared ideas on a very wide range of issues, from intergenerational leaming and teen programming to
membership concermns.

As your rabbi, | have found FRCH to be an invaluable resource. In addition to the training | have
benefited from at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College specifically to serve inclusive, participatory
and democratic congregations, | spend a lot of time consulting with my mentors and colleagues to enrich
what | can then provide to B'nai Abraham. The educational support | have received and the exchange of
curricular ideas | have participated in through FRCH have had a positive impact on the education the
children receive in B'nai Abraham's religious school.

r Being part of FRCH would mean that we would not be alone. Throughout the country there
would be people who would care about us, who would be interested in our success and who would extend
themselves to help us if we asked. Belonging to the web of community provided by the Reconstructionist
movement would bring us support and the resources necessary to transform our vision of what the
community could be into reality, and this would indeed be a blessing.

Rabbi Judy Kummer
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We express our deepest sympathy to Linda Bowker and Jonathan on the loss of Larry Bowker
and to Faye Josephson and family on the loss of her mother. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you at this time.

President’s Message

Dear Fellow Members:

Please join me in welcoming back a veteran. Eileen Gale has volunteered to fill Rhoda Kessler's
unexpired term as Recording Secretary.

Monica and John Caldwell are leaving Temple B'nai Abraham. They are moving to Atlantic City
where John accepted a new job. Please join me in wishing them the best. (At least they will be able to
visit my money and hopefully get some of it back!) As Monica was on the Rabbi Search Committee, we
now have an opening. If you would like to help out, please call me.

The New Jersey Nets Basketball team will be having a Jewish Family Day on Sunday, March 5.
the game against the Milwaukee Bucks starts at 1 PM. Discounted tickets are available: lower level
seats, normally $39.50, are $24.95; upper level seats, normally $20, are $12.95. |If we can get a
minimum of 20 people the temple's name will be flashed on the scoreboard and each person will get a
NJ Nets cap. This sounds like a fun outing for the temple. If you would like to attend, please call Len
Klepner (298-4157). If we get at least 20 people, we will collect the money and form a car pool.

It is now SERMON TIME. Temple B'nai Abraham is a small synagogue. We are attempting to
provide as many member services as possible. With a small membership base, everyone MUST help
out. If a board member or committee person asks you to do something, please do it. In fact, do not wait
to be asked -- volunteer. Only if everyone helps out, will we be able to provide the level of service that
any synagogue should.

SERMON #2: Attendance at the January 7th Sabbath morning service was great. Attendance at
services seems to be improving. We can still do better. | am particularly asking that parents of
Sunday/Hebrew School children make it a point to attend all Friday Night Family/Children services and
the Sabbath Morning services. This is a major part of your child’s Jewish Education.

| am still looking for a volunteer who is good at woodworking. The cardboard boxes containing
the letters for our outside signboard are falling apart. If you would like to build two (or three) boxes,

please call me.
Until next time, shalom, Sid

Schedule for Services:
Fri., Feb. 3 Sabbath Eve Service 8:00 pm
Fri., Feb. 10 Sabbath Eve Family Service 7:30 pm

Oneg Shabbat provided by Linda Bowker & Rhea Goldman
We remember Rose Kaiser, Mother of Eileen Gale
Esther Reichlin, Mother-in-Law of Ida Reichlin

Fri., Feb. 17 Sabbath Eve Service 8:00 pm
We remember Leonard Greenblatt, Brother of Marcia Rosen
Fri., Feb. 24 Sabbath Eve Service 8:00 pm

We remember Abe Kaufman, Father of Bee Busch
Rebecca Shemesh, Mother of Marty Nissim

Get Well Wishes: to Marty Nissim who is recovering from bypass surgery. Hope you're better
than new!













