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Rabbi’s Message 
 

In January’s newsletter, I wrote about the importance 

of balancing time spent in public prayer with time 

spent in private prayer.  Private prayer can enable us 

to seek the holy in every time and place, while prayer 

in a community can provide a context to share joys 

and sorrows. At that time, I wanted to emphasize the 

importance of individual prayer. In the last month or 

so, I have been reminded of the other perspective–the 

blessings of community. 

 

In the last three years, I have often been amazed at the 

warmth of the B’nai Abraham community–especially 

as a place in which people who come from a diverse 

range of backgrounds are able to feel at home. I was 

able to pick up on this warmth during the phone 

interview three years ago when the community was 

considering hiring me as a monthly service leader, 

and that does not always happen during a phone 

interview! It has been a joy to deepen my relationship 

with the community this year, and I am looking 

forward to continuing to grow together next year. 

 

Since the death of my father in March, I have been 

able to experience the warmth of this community in a 

new way. I have been deeply moved by the emails, 

cards, and phone calls; handmade cards from students 

in the Hebrew School; contributions to Sisterhood, to 

the Temple, and to the scholarship fund established in 

his name; and of course the concrete ways that people 

have extended themselves to help with meals, and 

filling in at services. Just as there are no truly 

adequate words to express deep losses, so too are 

words inadequate to express such deep appreciation 

and gratitude. I am blessed to serve a community that 

is so able to pour out compassion. 

 

Even as I have witnessed this outpouring of caring 

toward me, I have also seen people reach out to each 

other as they have experienced losses and struggles. 

Hearing about community members organizing, 

leading, and showing up for shiva for each other 

shows me that this is not just a place where people 

show up for services but don’t really care about those 

they pray with. I am also thinking of the ways our 

community members reach out to the larger 

community. I hope we can always strive to be a 

community that assists and comforts those in need. 

 

I want to take the opportunity this month to express 

my deep appreciation to everyone for all the ways 

they have reached out to me in the past months. I also 

want to express my hope that we can be a community 

that consciously seeks to express appreciation for 

each other year round. 

 

At the last Shabbat service in May, we will honor our 

graduating High School, College, and Graduate 

School students. I would like this to become a yearly 

tradition. I would also like to think ahead to next year 

and start a column in the newsletter each month to 

recognize those who have volunteered their time to 

this community–for example: those who work on 

maintaining the building, tutoring students in the 

Hebrew School, serving on the Board, putting out the 

newsletter, maintaining the website, leading a service, 

or helping with an event. 

 

We have much to celebrate at TBA and many people 

to be grateful for.  I hope we can always keep that 

reality in sight. 

 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Julie 
 

~   58 Crosswicks ~ PO Box 245 ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505 ~ (609) 298-1527 ~ www.bnai-abraham.org   ~  

~  Temple Shofar Editor ~ Shiri Haines  slhaines2@yahoo.com   ~ 

http://www.bnai-abraham.org/
mailto:slhaines2@yahoo.com


Temple B’nai Abraham is affiliated with 
the Jewish Reconstruction Federation. 
www.jrf.org 

 

Temple B’nai Abraham Officers 
President:    Betsy Ramos  

Executive VP:   Robin Affrime  
Religious VP:    Sid Morginstin  
Financial VP:    Michael Rosen  
Recording Secretary:  Shiri Haines  
Trustees:  
Religious School Chair:  Susan Giachetti  

Membership Chair:   Rhea Goldman  
Building Chair:  Eileen Gale  

Adult Education Chair:  Rick Shain 

 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers 
President   Shira Lowry                           
Vice President                  Debby Weiss 

Treasurer   Marcy Schwartz       
Financial Secretary   Rita Nissim 
Record. Secretary   Ellen Wehrman 
Corres. Secretary   Mimi Geller  

Trustees: 
  Susan Giachetti         Phyllis Chudoff 

  Elaine Trackman        Eileen Gale 

 

Shabbat Service  
Dates and Times  

 

Friday, May 1 

 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 8 

 Learners Minyan at 7:00 pm 
 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m.  
Saturday, May 16 
 Shabbat Morning Service at 9:30 a.m.  
Friday, May 22 
 Tot Shabbat at 6:00 p.m. 
 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 29 

 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

Shabbat Candle Lighting Time 
  

 Friday, May 1st     7:35 

 Friday, May 8th         7:42 

 Friday, May 15th         7:49 

 Friday, May 22nd          7:55 
 Friday, May 29th  8:01 
 

May Oneg Shabbat Hosts 

Saturday, May 16  -  9:30 AM  -  Shabbat Morning  -
  Marcia and Mike Rosen  

Friday, May 29  -  7:30 PM  -  Erev Shabbat  -   
Janice Konigsberg-Steinhourse & Debby Weiss – In 
Honor of Our Graduates 

If you are unable to serve on the date assigned to you, you 
are responsible for finding a substitute. Please inform the 

Sisterhood President that another person/family will take 

your place (Shira Lowry (609) 440-9753 

shira.lowry@berwickoffray.com)  

 

SOCIAL ACTION NEWS 
 

Keep those granola bars crunching -- 

and accumulating at the temple in the 

baskets by the stairs!  We were able to 

donate more than 25 boxes in April for families in 

need, and it will be helpful to have a good stock to 

draw from during the summer months when we don't 

have regular services.  Keep an eye on the "use by" 

dates, please. 
 

Anyone interested in helping with meal delivery 

once a month on Thursdays to the Pine Motel, one of 

our interfaith service projects with the Crosswicks 

Methodist Church, please contact Marcy at 324-

0571.  Thanks! Marcy 

 
In the interest of increasing her accessibility, Rabbi 

Julie has reserved times each week when she will be 

available for your phone calls and to respond to your 

non-emergency communications. Those times are:  

Sundays      8:00 - 9:00 pm  

Mondays     8:00 - 9:00 pm  

Thursdays   3:45 - 4:30 pm  

For urgent and time sensitive communications,  

please note this in the subject line of emails and 

leave a voicemail as well. Rabbi Julie will be 

checking phone messages each day, and, in case of 

an emergency, will respond in a timely manner. 

 

Save the Date!  
We will be having one Summer 
Shabbat Service for everyone 
honoring a Yahrzeit in July or 

August on July 24th   

http://www.jrf.org/
mailto:shira.lowry@berwickoffray.com


SISTERHOOD 

NEWS 
 

Sisterhood General Meeting  
will be held on  

Monday, May 18 th  at 7:30 pm    
New members are welcome to attend. 

  

Sisterhood dues for 2009-2010  
will now be $30.00.  The New Years card is 

now included in the dues. 

 
 

Sisterhood Annual  
Covered Dish Suppe r  

Please join us for the  

Annual Covered Dish Supper 

Monday, June 8th at 7:00 pm  

at the Temple 
 
 

 
òMy Cookies are better than Your Cookiesó  

Contest 
A Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Fundraiser 

 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood has started a cookie baking 
contest to raise money for the Temple. October 1, 
2009 is the day of the contest. We are in the creating 
and formulating stage of the fundraiser. 
 

If you would like to contribute your skills and talents to 
this, we would love to have you. Here are just some of 
the things we need: 

1. Companies/people to be sponsors, to be an in-
kind sponsor, donate prizes. 

2. Someone that is technically skilled for website 
development. 

3. People to promote and share this with friends 
4. Ideas from bakers or people who enter contests 

 

Contact if interested or have questions or ideas: Kim 
Aubry at kimaubry@gmail.com, call 609-499-3158 or 
Shira Lowry at shira.lowry@berwickoffray.com or 609-
324-0072. 

Rosh Hashanah Honey Gifts 
 

 )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏÏ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÏÆ 
honey for Rosh Hashanah. Sarah Seidel 
Sisterhood is offering gift boxes which can be 
sent to friends and relatives, literally worldwide, 
ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ ,ȭ3ÈÁÎÁ 4ÏÖÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȢ 
 

Each gift jar contains eight ounces of delicious 
golden certified pure kosher honey and your 
signed gift card. 
 

The package is an exceptional value at $10 for 
one or $18 for 2, and all proceeds will benefit 
Sarah Seidel Sisterhood. 
 

 Contact Debby Weiss (609) 208-2084 for any 
questions. 

       ~~~~ 

Time for Spring 

Cleaning! 
 

Spring is in the air, and that means 

it’s time to get ready for the Yard Sale that 

Sisterhood has planned for Sunday, June 7
th

 rain or 

shine. This is the day Bordentown has their town 

yard sale. 
 

To help get ready for this exciting event, here is a list 

of items the experts say will sell the best at Yard 

Sales: 
 

1. Clothes (especially children's clothes) 

2. Power Tools (saws, drills, sanders) 
3. Sporting Equipment (golf clubs, workout equip.) 

4. Bicycles (especially ones ready to ride) 

5. Electronics (stereos, computers) 

6. Toys (not broken) 
7. Appliances & Household Items (refrigerators, irons, 

dishes) 

8. Furniture (chairs, tables, beds) 
9. Books (especially children's books) 

10. Gardening Equipment 

11. Jewelry (watches, rings) 
12. Clean Linens, bedding 

 
Email Address Listing Correction: 

Charyl Morginstin  brownie317@verizon.net  

Sid Morginstin sidmorgy@verizon.net 

mailto:kimaubry@gmail.com
mailto:shira.lowry@berwickoffray.com
mailto:BROWNIE317@VERIZON.NET
mailto:sidmorgy@verizon.net


Congregational Meetings 

 

Our Annual Congregation Meetings  

will be held on  

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

& Tuesday, June 16, 2009 

both at 7:30 pm. 
 

At the first meeting, we will be distributing the 

proposed budget for the coming year, as well as the 

slate of officers. The Board will be proposing a slight 

dues increase to reflect a $10/year increase in JRF 

dues. We have not yet prepared the budget but are 

hoping we can balance it without any other 

increases. We will also be proposing a new Board 

position, called Past President. Please come out to 

the meetings to express your views concerning the 

Temple. We would love to hear them. 
 

Betsy Ramos 

Temple President 

~~~ 

YAHRZEITS 
May 1 
Leon Herzog, brother of Madge Rosen  

May 8 

Frances Novak mother of Blanche Cantor (z’l)  

May Gross, aunt of Shyrle Kushner 

Philip Kushner, father of Sol Kushner 

Louis Benson, father of Charyl Morginstin 

May 15 
Gerturde Urken, sister of Henry Kessler 

Ann Zeitz, mother of Carl Zeitz 

Bernard Greenblatt, father of Marcia Rosen 

May 22 
Julia Affrime, mother of Steve Affrime 

Rita Hodes, aunt of Randye Bloom 

Stanley Nadel, father of Irwin Nadel 

 Joseph Harrison, father-in-law of Renee 

Harrison 

Harry Pierce, father of Ira Pierce 

May 29 
Jacob Mervish, father of Shyrle Kushner 

George Segal, friend of Michael Bergman 

 

DONATIONS 
 

TEMPLE 
 

In Memory of  
Jack Harrison from Renee Harrison 

Joseph Harrison from Renee Harrison 
Michael Pfau from Marcie and Mike Rosen, Madge and 

Gerry Rosen 

Flora Grassian from Rita and Marty Nissim 
Francis Epstein from Rhea Goldman 

Charles Herzog from Madge and Gerry Rosen 

Albert Dowshen, Florence Dowshen from Marsha and 
Joel Dowshen 

Rita Holdes from Randye Bloom and Michael Scolaro 

Seymour Affrime from Rhea Goldman 

Mary Bird from Rhea Goldman 
Michael Pfau from Rhea Goldman 
 
 

Get well  
Arlene and Bernie Speiser's son-in-law. from the Temple 
and Sisterhood communities 
 

SISTERHOOD 
 

In Memory of 
Michael Pfau from Arlene and Berny Speiser 

David Dorfman from Sid and Charyl Morginstin 
Elizabeth Bloking from Randye Bloom & Michael 

Scolaro 

Seymour Affrime from Linda Bowker, Randye Bloom & 
Michael Scolaro, Phyllis & Is Kamer, Renee Harrison, 

Eileen Gale, Elaine and Jay Trackman, Charyl and Sid 

Morginstin 

Mary Bird from Charyl and Sid Morginstin, Randye 
Bloom & Michael Scolaro, Eileen Gale, Phyllis & Is 

Kamer 

Janice Steinhouse's mother from Elaine and Jay 
Trackman, Charyl and Sid Morginstin, Eileen Gale 

Seymour Affrime from Marcy Schwartz and Rick Shain 

and family 
 

Happy Birthday to 
Howard Miller from Lee and Marcel Nissim 
 

 

Condolences to Robin and Steve Affrime and family 

on the loss of Steve's father Seymour Affrime  

and to Sandy and Bruce Bird on the loss of Bruce's 

mother Mary Bird; from the Temple  

and Sisterhood communities 

 



Jewish Heritage Night 
at the 

Trenton Thunder 
 

Wednesday, 
 July 8th 
7:05 pm 

VS. NEW HAMPSHIRE  
FISHER CATS 

 

$10.00 per ticket 
Thunder T-Shirts to the first 1,000 fans 18+ 

 

Conta ct Charlie Weiss at (609) 208 -2084 or 

charlie@jande.org  for tickets by June 1 st. 

 
 

TEMPLE CALENDAR 
 

We are planning to create a Temple B'nai 

Abraham Calendar which would advertise our 

Temple, given people important Jewish dates, 

candle lighting times and recipes and tips to go 

along with holidays.  To finance this project we 

will be selling advertising space on the calendar.  

If anyone is interested in working on this project 

please contact Sid Morginstin at 609-298-2891 

or Robin Affrime at 609-499-1761. 
 

 

ADULT EDUCATION  

WITH RABBI JULIE  
 

During our Learner’s Minyan on May 8th, we 

will learn about one of the central prayers of the 

prayer service – the Amidah. We will explore 

why this prayer is so important in Jewish 

tradition, learn about the movements that many 

people do during the prayer, and explore how to 

make this prayer personally meaningful. Please 

come with your questions and concerns, and 

please take the chance to share your own 

experiences with others.  We will start at 7:00 

pm and have half an hour of learning before the 

start of our Shabbat service. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

NEWS 
 

Religious School Graduation is the last 

Thursday of the month , May 28 th  and is 

also our Shavuot S ervice.  

School will begin at 4:30  pm.  We will have 

food starting at about 5:15  pm, then a 

Shavuot S ervice at about 5:45  pm. 
 

During our Service on Friday May 29 th  we will 

be honoring our graduates from High School, 

College, and Graduate School. Please email 

Rabbi Julie  at rabbijulie@gmail.com  or Betsy 

Ramos at Bramos@capehart.com and let us 

know if you or someone in your family is 

graduating this year.  

 

Tot Shabbat News 
 

The evening begins with 

candle lighting, kiddush, and 

motzi, and a meal we share 

together, folled by a short 

service, a story, and then an 

activity. And every Tot 

Shabbat ends with a craft or 

game.  
 

Anyone who wants to stop by 

and experience the fun of Tot Shabbat is 

welcome. Be sure to tell anyone you know who 

might be interested in coming. The upcoming 

dates and themes: 
 

May 22nd – Shavuot 

June 12th – Israel 
 

Please contact: Karen Nissim: (609) 298-4845 

neiln64@aol.com or Rachael Schwartz: 

eslrachel@verizon.net to RSVP.  

~~~  

mailto:charlie@jande.org
mailto:rabbijulie@gmail.com
mailto:Bramos@capehart.com
mailto:eslrachel@verizon.net


 
We would like to thank our community 

members for your help and support during 
our time of bereavement. It is never easy to 

lose a parent, but the warmth and caring 
you shared meant very much to us. 

Thank you,  
Steve and Robin Affrime and Family  

 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

A volunteer is requested to take care of the Temple 
signboard.  This involves changing the Temple 
signboard announcements as needed:  for Friday or 
Saturday Services, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, special 
events, etc. This should only take 15 minutes to do. 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has 

come forward on last minute 

notice for Oneg Shabbat and 

Saturday luncheon hosting.   

You are very much appreciated.  
 

Supermarket  

Gift Card Program 
 

Acme and ShopRite Gift Cards are still 
available.  Please contact Marsha 

Dowshen 298-5306 to get your grocery 
store gift cards for Acme and ShopRite 
and support Temple Bônai Abraham 

every time you shop. 
 

 

Save the Date!  
Upcoming Shabbat Morning 

Services  
 

May 16th June 20th 

 

MISHEBERACH LIST 
  

At Temple B’nai Abraham, our PRAYER FOR 

HEALING is very special, the Rabbi looks around 

the room and those in the sanctuary announce the 

names of those who need a prayer for healing. If 

someone cannot attend the service, however, the 

names that they would have mentioned are 

missed. This unique process presents everyone with 

a special way to participate in the service but can be 

time-consuming and tedious for some.   
 

As an alternative, if you desire a healing prayer to be 

said for someone, you may send the name(s) to Sid 

Morginstin along with your name. He will put a list 

together and the Rabbi will read the names from the 

Bima. Then she will ask for other names to be 

announced by those present.  
 

The name will stay on the Misheberach List for ONE 

MONTH or unless you ask for it to be removes 

sooner. After a MONTH, you should submit the 

name again.  Please let us know how you feel about 

this new process. 
 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
  

Temple B’nai Abraham Memorial Plaques can be 

purchased for $250. To order a plaque you need to 

provide the following information in writing to the 

Religious Chairman (Sid Morginstin): 

1. English name of deceased loved one. 

2. Hebrew name of deceased loved one.  If you do 

not know this, the religious chair and the Rabbi 

can help you with an appropriate name.  

3. Date of death as MONTH-DAY-YEAR. 

 You can be billed when the plaque is received.  

Plaques are ordered from the supplier when there are 

at least four plaques requested. This may take some 

time, however, if you would like your plaque earlier, 

you may request this and we will do everything we 

can.
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 

 
    

 
1 
 

Friday  

Night 

Services 
7:30 pm 

2 
 

Movie Night 
7:30 pm 

Hester Street 

3 
 

Sunday School 
9:00 - 10:00 am 

Hebrew School 
10:00 am –  

12:00 noon 
 

 

4 5 

 

 

 

6 

 

7 
 

Hebrew 

School  
4:30 – 6:30 pm  

 

8 
 

Adult Ed 

Learner’s 

Minyan 
7:00 pm 

 

Friday 

 Night 

Services 
7:30 pm 

9 

 

10 
 

NO  

Religious 

School  
 

 

11 
 

 

 

12 

Lag B’Omer 

13 
 

Congregational 

Meeting 
7:30 pm 

14 
 

Hebrew 

School  
4:30 – 6:30 pm  

 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services  
9:30 am 

Oneg by 

Marcia and 

Mike Rosen 

17 
 

Joint-Sunday 

School & 

Hebrew School 
10:00 am 

Lag B'Omer 

Celebration 

18  

 

Sisterhood 

General 

Meeting 
7:30 pm 

19 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 
 

Hebrew 

School  
4:30 – 6:30 pm  

 

Temple 

Board 

Meeting 
7:00 pm 

22 
 

Tot Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

 

Friday 

 Night 

Services 
7:30 pm 

23 
 

 

24 

Rosh Chodesh 
 

NO  

Religious 

School 

25 26 

 
27 

 
28  

 

Religious 

School  

Graduation  
4:30 pm 

 

Shavuot 

Service  

5:45 pm  
 

Food Delivery 

29 

Shavuot 
 

Friday 

 Night 

Services 
7:30 pm 

Oneg by 
Janice 

Konigsberg-

Steinhourse & 

Debby Weiss 

30 

Shavuot II 

31       

 


