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When | look around my apartment, | notice that | have
several menorahs prominently displayed on bookshelves,
in cupboards, and on shelving units in virtually every
room. | seem to have more menorahs than | do Shabbat
candlesticks and kiddush cups. It surprises me to notice
this. After-all, Shabbat comes every week, and Chanukah
is only once a year, so why would | have more menorahs
than Shabbat ritual objects? Perhaps it is because
Chanukah is one of the Jewish Holidays that non-Jews are
aware of, so it is more likely that | will receive a menorah
as a gift. Maybe it is because there is something
symbolically powerful about lighting candles in the
darkness of winter.I don’t know the reason for the
proliferation of menorahs in my apartment, but | do know
that each one has some kind of memory associated with it.

My first menorah is still one of my favorites, but another
menorah holds more meaning for me as we approach
Chanukabh this year. It is a tiny brass colored menorah with
lions standing on either side of the base holding the tablets
of the Ten Commandments between them. The branches of
the menorah have a pattern on them that makes them
appear like the trunks of palm trees. The candleholders at
the top of each branch have holes that are too small for any
Chanukah candles that | own, but | will be on a mission to
find smaller candles this year to fit into it. This, the
smallest menorah | have ever owned, is enormous in
meaning. It was a gift last year from a woman on hospice
that | was blessed to get to know over a period of several
months. She wanted me to have something to remember
her by each year at Chanukah. She died only a few weeks
after giving me this gift, but the lessons I learned from her
will be with me always. Perhaps the most profound lesson
I learned from accompanying her at the end of her life was
about the power of relationships to inspire hope and bring
meaning even at the most difficult times. Facing illness
and death with courage and dignity, her family and friends
brought light to her every day, and her love inspired them
in return. The light of her life will never burn out so long
as those who knew and loved her continue to be warmed
by her memory.

Chanukah has not been the most important Jewish holiday
in Jewish history, but in our culture it has taken on a
prominent place in Jewish life. From my perspective, any
Jewish holiday or ritual that is able to inspire a sense of
connection with Jewish life and community is important.
What are your special memories of Chanukah? How do
you celebrate it? Do you have an abundance of menorahs
full of associations with people and places from your
past? Or do you have just one menorah that holds all of
the memories for you?

Whatever your answers to these questions, | invite you to
bring them (and your menorahs) to our Community
Chanukah Celebration on Sunday, December 21st at 4:00
pm. We will say the blessings and light our menorahs at
4:00 pm. There will be a chance for people to share some
of their stories as we light candles, and to continue sharing
over the dinner and craft activities that follow.

Dinner will, of course, include latkes. In fact, we are
encouraging people to find unusual latke recipes and make
an entry into our FIRST ANNUAL LATKE
COMPETITION. During dinner, people will have a
chance to taste the dlfferent entrles and vote. The person
with the winning X : X
latkes will receive a
prize at the end of
the night. The prize
is yet to be finalized.
After dinner, people
can choose between
two craft activities, 2
and/or head up to the
sanctuary for stories and songs. Of course, dreidels will be
plentiful too. It should be a fun and memorable evening for
people of all ages, and | hope as many people as possible
will be able to come!

Thanks to the volunteers, staff, and families of the
religious school, and to the Tot Shabbat families for
helping to make the celebration happen!

Shalom,
Rabbi Julie
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President's Message

I am happy to report that Robin Affrime has agreed
to be our next Temple President. She was voted in
as Executive Vice President at our last Temple
Board meeting. We still need a few volunteers to fill
Board positions for next year - Adult Education, Vice
President, and possibly Religious or Religious
School chair. Please consider if you would be willing
to volunteer for any of these positions.

SOCIAL ACTION

Templ e

Bonai
look out for those in n&tehse
help out by bringing to the te
boxes of granola bars for our mo
grocery bag contribution angve@ashable food items for
the St. Mary's Food tRaWwe are still delivering meals
once a month to homeless at the Pine Motel, togethe

A

American Red Cross
Blood Drive

Carslake Community Center
207 Crosswicks Street
Bordentown

December 30, 2008 2:30pm & 8:00 pm

Temple B'nai Abraham and Sarah Seidel Sisterhood will
sponsor an American Red Cross Blood Drive. Our goal is
50 pints of blood - very manageable if each family makes
an effort to be sure that one family member, friend, or
neighbor goes to the blood drive.

This is an annual community/social action function for
the synagogue and your support will make a
difference. We need volunteers to make phone calls, put
up posters, spread the word, and, if you can, give blood.

Call Randye Bloom at 609-298-6485 to volunteer

today! _/\ .
Shabbat Service
Dates and Times

Friday, December 5
Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m.
Oneg — Eileen Gale and Gilda Scheindlinger
Saturday, December 13
Shabbat Morning Service at 9:30 a.m.
Luncheon by Brian & Maribeth Epstein
Friday, December 19
Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 26
Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m.

YAHRZEITS

December 5

¢ o aulinghnZackles, mother of Marsha Dowshen

December 12

Samuel Morginstin, father of Sid Morginstin

December 19

Dorothy Gutstein, wife of Herman Gutstein

Nathan Schwartz, father of Phyllis Chudoff

LiIIiaﬁLMorginstin, mother of Sid Morginstin
Q amer, father of Isadore Kamer

the Crosswicks Methodist Church. Our interfaith {9Q%bmper 26
delivery for December will be on the last TUESDAY afflges Hicks, maternal grandfather of Sara Blann
month, because of Christmas falling on the ldayThursJjanuary 9

Thank you to all who contribute!

Marcy Schwartz

Eudell Rodd, friend of Linda Bowker
Lawrence Bowker, husband of Linda Bowker and
father of Jonathan Bowker
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Candle Lighting Times

December 5 Friday Shabbat 4:11
December 12 Friday Shabbat 4:12
December 19 Friday Shabbat 4:14
December 26 Friday Shabbat :18

/ngh Hol y Day\

Pledges

Generous pledges were made by
the follaving:

Sandra Cohen
Susan & Thomas Giachetti
Rhea Goldman
Phyllis & Isadore Kamer
Deena Kobrin
Shira Lowry
Neil and Karen Nissim
Rita & Martin Nissim
Gerald & Madge Rosen
Sandy & Jack Ross

Elaine & Jay Trackman
Stewart Warren

December & January
Oneg Shabbat & Sisterhood Hosts

December 5 Onegg Eileen Gal& Gilda Scheindlinger
December 13 LuncheortBrian& Maribeth Epstein

January 9  Onegg Reyesk Kobrin Families
January 24 Luncheorx; Klepner & Morginstin Families
January 25 Sisterhood 2:00 p.mJewdry Making

Partyc Bonnie Galman & Patricia Light
Tolomeo

Community
Chanukah Celebration

December 21, 2008
4:00 pm

Menorah | ighting, crafts,
dinner and fun. Bring the
entire family I ALL ARE
INVITED

Here's to family, friends, and good f ood
all through Chanukah and the New Year!

While food, gifts, and shopping are on your mind, don't
forget to pickup and use your Temple Supermarket
program cards. They're as easy and convenient to use
as your debit/credit card (at the Acme, ShopRite or
Marrazzos). It costs you nothing while the Temple
makes 5% on every dollar you spend!

This is an important fund raiser for the Temple. It
reatly needs your support now!

And what a great idea as a special gift for the people
on your list "who have everything" or are really tough

to buy for -- no one could be disappointed with a gift
card for good eats!

Just call or e-mail Marsha and Joel Dowshen (609-298-
5306); marshapots@comcast.net

Happy, happy Holidays!

Religious School News

In the interest of increasing her accessibility, Rabbi
Julie has reserved times each week when she will
be available for your phone calls and to respond to
your non-emergency communications. Those times
are:

Sundays 8:00-9:00 pm
Mondays 8:00-9:00 pm
Thursdays 3:45-4:30 pm

For urgent and time sensitive communications,
please note this in the subject line of emails and
leave a voicemail as well. Rabbi Julie will be
checking phone messages each day, and, in case of
an emergency, will respond in a timely manner.

We welcome our new Hebrew School teacher i
Marla Hoffman. She is teaching
our intermediate Hebrew class,
and is in charge of the second
hour of Hebrew School on
Sunday mornings (which s
currently focused on learning
about Jewish Ethics). She
brings a great deal of experience and warmth to
share with the students. Special thanks to Ellen
Wehrman for connecting us with her!
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ADULT EDUCATION

WITH RABBI JULIE

Share your cooking skills (and your recipes) af
our community Chanukah celebration by
making an entry in our FIRST ANNUAL LATKE
COMPETITION!!!Make your traditional favorite

This yearo6s adul't educatio
mont hly Learnerdds Minyan tl
Learneros

latkes, or find an unusual recipe to try out.You
can bring your creation (and, if you are willing,

prior to Friday night services. T h e
will provide a chance each month to learn about a

some copies of your recipe) different prayer i including how to do the prayer.

when you come to the Rabbi Julie will be making a CD for people so they

Chanukah party on can practice the prayers at home.

December 21 at 4:00

pm, or, if you are unable The December Lear HNS

to attend, you can will take place on Friday, YITINIY)

drop it off ahead of December 19th at 7:00 pm. This w

time. session will focus on the &J
Chanukah blessings in

During dinner, people  will preparation for the first night of %—

enjoy eating all of the Chanukah (and our community

fabulous entries, and
then will vote on the blue ribbon
(or blue dreidel) latkes, and the winner will
receive a prize.

If you are interested in making an entry, we
encourage you to RSVP ahead of time to Susa
Giachetti (609-259-7348, sgiachetti@aol.con) so

Chanukah celebration on the 21st).

During January,
January 9th at 7:00 pm. The focus on this session
will be on the Torah blessings. There will be a
chance to practice them, and to learn about the
choreography of what to do when called up for an
aliyah. The January session occurs a few weeks

Learner 6s

\

that we will be able to plan most effectively. before t hat J
€S Shabbat morning service,
E? so those who come to the

Learnerés Minyan
( an aliyah at services that

kb
“Q TWEED

Giftz & Decar

Judaica Gifts
Honored traditions enhanced
. byhand-crafting artisans.
E:E Ceremonial Objects E‘;Z
Jewelry
Decorations

148 Farnsworth Ave
HBordentown, MJ 02505

ph: 802.2838.4456
silkandtweedi@ac!.com

Store Hours - Open 12:00pm every day except Monday.

D* ‘[@ month and have a chance
% to put it into practice.

The remaining topics and dates are in the process of

being finalized and will be publicized in the January

newsletter. Please join us!

New Sisterhood Members

Ellen Benowitz
34 Van Drive
Bordentown

609 - 298 - 6933

Anita Berson,
119 Second Street

Bordentown
201- 314- 4200



Thank you to
Charyl Morginstin for the donation of the
new challah cover she brought back from
Israel for us all to enjoy.

L )

Mazel Tov to

Abbie and Sam Shain, and Steven Klemer,
members of the ScottiesMarching Band from
Bordentown Regional High School,who won

first place in the state championship
competition this year!

—~— i~~~ s~

The Templeand Sisterhood community
wish Marlene Lavine a speedy recovery from
her recent operation.

DONATIONS

Temple

In Memory of
Isaac Grassian from Rita and Marty Nissim
Gertrude Herzog from Madge and Gerry Rosen
Walter Harrison from Renee Harrison
Helen Roseman from Renee Harrison
Joseph Rothman from Robin and Steven Affrime
Sidney Klepner from Len and Liz Klepneer
Meyer Gale from Eileen Gale
Dr. Norman Lamonsoff from Karen & Neil Nissim
Dr. Norman Lamonsoff from Sheila Lamonsoff
Myrna Morris from Ronald Morris
Abraham and Pauline Zackler from Marsha and
Joel Dowshen
Lillian Brewis from Brian & Maribeth Epstein
In Honor of
Rita and Mar ttyanihiersayi fid s
Phyliss and Iz Kamer
Rita and Mar ttyanihiersayi fid s
Marcy Schwartz and Rick Shain

Sisterhood

Happy Birthday
Hy Schneider from Phyliss & Iz Kamer

Get Well
Marlene Lavine from Jay & Elaine Trackman,
Phyllis & Iz Kramer, Rene Harrison, and Ritan &
Martin Nissim

COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS

STRESSED OUT OR STRESS HARDY KIDS:
RAISING OUR CHILDREN TO BE RESILIENT

On Sunday December 7, 2008 from 4:00-6:00pm
at Congregation Beth Chaim, 329 Village Road
East, Princeton Junction, Robert Brooks, Ph.D., co-
author of Raising Resilient Children, will present to
parents of children ages 0-12 years. In his program
STRESSED OUT OR STRESS HARDY KIDS:
RAISING OUR CHILDREN TO BE RESILIENT,
Brooks will describe factors that help children to deal
more effectively with stress and pressure and
become resilient. Some highlights of his
presentation include: why some children from birth
have a more difficult time developing a positive self-
image and resilience than other children and specific
strategies for nurturing self-dignity, self-discipline,
cooperation, caring, hope and resilience in children.

Refreshments will be served and books will be
available for purchase. Free and open to the
community.

THE POWER OF MINDSETS: NURTURING
MOTIVATION AND RESILIENCE IN
CHALLENGING CHILDREN

Robert Brooks, PhD, co-author of Raising Resilient
Children is scheduled to present on Monday
morning December 8, 2008 from 8:30am i 3:30pm
at the New Jersey Hospital Association Conference
Center, 760 Alexander Road, Princeton. In this
workshop Dr. Brooks will outline a strength-based
approach for working with angry, challenging

5 Ochildren and adolescents. The approach can be

applied in therapy, residential programs, schools,

5 0and homes. The workshop is geared for parents,

educators, mental health professionals, as well as
other professionals who work with these challenging
youngsters. Dr. Brooks will describe the mindset of
adults who are effective with these youth as well as
the mindset of resilient children and adolescents.
He will outline specific strategies for reinforcing a
resilient mindset in at-risk youngsters, including
such qualities as motivation, self-discipline,
responsibility, compassion, and hope. $80/person
includes continental breakfast, no lunch.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Hebrew School Friday Night
4:307 6:30 pm Services
7:30 pm
Oneg
EileenGale
& Gilda
Scheindlinger
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sunday School Hebrew School Shabbat
9:00 - 10:00 am 4:3071 6:30 pm Morning
Hebrew School Services
10:00 am i 9:30 am
12:00 noon Luncheon
Brian &
Maribeth
Epstein
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sunday School Hebrew School Adult Education
9:00 - 10:00 am 4:307 6:30 pm 7:00 pm
Hebrew School ] ]
10:00 am ¥ Friday Night
12:00 noon Services
7:30 pm
N
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Community Temple Friday Night
Chanukah > Board Services
Celebration Meeting 7:30 pm
4:00 pm <‘ 7:00 pm
28 29 30 31
Have a
Safe and
Happy

New Year
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