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Yom Kippur Speech (excerpts) 

By Betsy Ramos, Temple President 
 

This is my annual giving speech and although I will talk about 

monetary giving at the end of this speech, I want to talk about 

another type of giving which is even more needed at this time. 

What the temple needs even more than your financial 
contribution right now are Board members and, most pressing, is 

a commitment from someone who would be willing to be 

President next year.  
 

This temple is run entirely by volunteers. I 

know many people do not realize this. Before I 

was on the Board, I had no idea how our Rabbi 

was hired, books were ordered for our Hebrew 

School, or our religious calendar was set up; 

who was in charge of maintaining our building, 
preparing our monthly newsletter, or a myriad 

of other tasks that keep a synagogue 

functioning. This was always somewhat of a 

mystery to me and the answer is that these tasks do not just 

happen. Except for our Rabbi and Cantor, the entire temple and 

Religious School is run by a group of dedicated volunteers. This 

organization is just like every other one where you have 20% of 

the people doing 80% of the work. 
 

I want to take just a couple of minutes to explain to you how the 

temple is run. Our Board consists of 4 officers (President, VP, 

Treasurer, and Secretary). We then have 5 trustees responsible 

for other committees (many of which are committees of one 

unfortunately), chairs of the Religious School, Building, Adult 

Education, Membership and Religious Committee.  
 

As most of you know, this is my 4th year as President. The 

presidency is a 2 year term, but when there was no Board 

member willing or able to take on the presidency at the end of 
my last term, I agreed to take a second term. However, our 

bylaws prohibit a President from serving more than two 

consecutive terms so even if I was willing to take a third term, I 

am barred from doing so under the temple’s bylaws.  Before any 

of you have the bright idea of simply amending the bylaws, I 

really do need to move on to other things and devote some 

attention to my family and my job at this point. 
 

I have to say that I feel privileged to have served as your 
President. When I accepted this position, I had no idea how 

rewarding it would be. The people who belong to this 

congregation are great. This is a warm, caring, and friendly 

community. I have enjoyed my time serving on the Board and as 

President tremendously. I have made new friends that I may not 

have made had I not been on the Board. 
  

We also need someone right now to be vice president. We have a 
vacancy due to a recent resignation. The vice president does not 

need to agree to be President next year – although that would be 

nice. The vice president is in charge of fund raising for the 

temple and we usually try to do one fundraiser a year. The VP 

also does whatever else the President 

delegates to him or her. 
 

Incidentally, except for President, 

Religious Chair, or Religious School 

Chair, there is no reason why a non-
Jewish member could not fill a Board 

position. We have a number of interfaith 

families and if you’ve joined as a family 

and your non-Jewish spouse would like 

to become active in the temple and 

assume a Board position, there is no reason why he or she cannot 

do so.  
 

I know we all have busy lives but please look deep within 
yourself and see if you can spare some time to help with the 

temple. What you get out of an organization is directly 

proportionate to what you put into it. We all benefit from the 

volunteers who make it a lovely place to come and worship. 

What I ask from all of you at this time is to be one of those 

volunteers. 
 

Now I would like to switch to the second aspect of my appeal, 

my financial appeal. We also need your monetary pledges to 

meet our annual budget. We count on raising a certain amount of 
our funds at this time to pay our bills. Again, to the extent you 

are able to contribute, we ask that you give generously. We have 

some projects that need to be done which are dependent on 

raising enough money. As an example, we need to replace our 

metal marquee sign. Unfortunately, the cost is triple what we 

budgeted. Thus, unless we dip into the Meltz fund, we will not 

be able to do it this year unless if we can raise the funds for it. 

Your pledges will help us get that sign, as well as meet our 

budget for the year. Certainly, you can always pledge more than 

what’s on the card. I ask that each of you give generously both 

financially as well as with your time.       
 

Thank you for listening. 

~   58 Crosswicks ~ PO Box 245 ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505 ~ (609) 298-1527 ~ www.bnai-abraham.org   ~  

~  Temple Shofar Editor ~ Shiri Haines  slhaines2@yahoo.com   ~ 

http://www.bnai-abraham.org/
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Temple Bônai Abraham is affiliated with 
the Jewish Reconstruction Federation. 
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Temple B’nai Abraham Officers 
President:    Betsy Ramos  

Executive VP:     
Religious VP:    Sid Morginstin  
Financial VP:    Michael Rosen  
Recording Secretary:  Shiri Haines  
Corres. Secretary:   Robin Affrime  
Trustees:  

Religious School Chair:  Susan Giachetti  
Membership Chair:   Rhea Goldman  
Building Chair:  Eileen Gale  

Adult Education Chair:  Rick Shain 

 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers 
President   Shira Lowry                           

Vice President                  Debby Weiss 
Treasurer   Marcy Schwartz       
Financial Secretary   Rita Nissim 
Record. Secretary   Ellen Wehrman 
Corres. Secretary   Mimi Geller  

Trustees: 

  Susan Giachetti         Phyllis Chudoff 

  Elaine Trackman        Eileen Gale 

 
Shabbat Service  
Dates and Times  

 

Friday, November 7 
 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. 
  Oneg by Fechter & Cohen/Phillips Families 
Friday, November 14 
 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 22 

 Shabbat Morning Service at 9:30 a.m. 
  Luncheon by Rita Nissim 
Friday, November 28 

 Shabbat Evening Service at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Religious School  
  

Sunday School  

9:00 - 10.00 a.m.  

Hebrew School  

Sundays 10:00 - 12:00 noon  

thursdays!  

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Please call Susan Giachetti  

609 -259 -7348 with any questions   

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

November 7  
Myrna Morris, wife of Ron Morris 
Walter Harrison, husband of Renee Harrison 
Gertrude Herzog, mother of Madge Rosen 
November 21 
Lillian Brewis, great-grandmother of Brian Epsetin 
Helen Roseman, mother of Renee Harrison 
Abraham Zackler, father of Marsha Dowshen 
John Duker, father of Shiri Haines 
Norman Lamonsoff, father of Karen Nissim 
Norman Lamonsoff, husband of Sheila Lamonsoff 
November 28 
Myer Gale, father-in-law of Eileen Gale 
Helen Schwartzberg, sister-in-law of Sandy Schwartz-Bird 
Joseph Rothman, father of Robin Affrime 
Joseph Rothman, husband of Evelyn Rothman 
Hyman Goldman, grandfather of Jeffrey & Bonnie Goldman 
Issac Grassian, father of Rita Nissim 
Sidney Klepner, father of Len Klepner 
Jennie Rudenstein, mother of Mildred Leary 
December 5 
Pauline Zackler, mother of Marsha Dowshen 

 

SOCIAL ACTION 
 

Temple Bônai Abraham continues to look out 
for those in need!  Please help out by 
bringing to the temple boxes of granola bars 
for our monthly grocery bag contribution and 
non-perishable food items for the St. Mary's Food Pantry.  We 
are still delivering meals once a month to homeless at the Pine 
Motel, together with the Crosswicks Methodist Church. Our 
interfaith food delivery for November and December will be on 
the last TUESDAY of the month, because of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas falling on the last Thursday. These interfaith service 
efforts will be discussed at the November 6 panel discussion at 
the Crosswicks Methodist Church.  
 

Thank you to all who contribute!  
 

Marcy Schwartz 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare 

and clean up this yearõs Break Fast - Anita 

Berson, Renee Harrison, Maddy Friedman and 

friend, Charyl Morginstin, Rita, Karen, and Mia 

Nissim, Sheila Lamansof f, Marcia Rosen, Lizzie 

Reyes, Robin Zak, and chair -people, Shira Lowry 

and Kim Aubry.  My apologies if anyone was 

forgotten . You all worked so hard and created 

a wonderful event.  Thank you for your 

contribution!   

http://www.jrf.org/


Sarah Seidel 

Sisterhood  

Cocktail Party  
 

Date:  Wednesday, November 19, 2008  

Time :  6:30  p.m. 

Location : B̃Óai Abraham  
 

Come join us for Æd̆ÞÚÒÒÞ̇dÓÎÌÍÙdÔËdØÆÛÔ×ÞdÍÔ×dÉ̃d

oeuvres and refreshing cocktails! ! 
 

µÑÊÆØÊdÇ×ÎÓÌdÞÔÚ×dËÆÛÔ×ÎÙÊdÍÔ×dÉ̃dÔÊÚÛ×ÊØdÙÔdØÍÆ×Êd

with your fellow Sisterhood friends. This  will be a 

great opportunity to try a variety of nosh foods. 

Cocktails will be provided by the hostesses.  
 

Please email your recipe to Shira Lowry or myself as 

we will be creating a Recipe Book so all can get a 

copy. Feel free to include extra recipes for  the book 

if you wish. It will be great to 

have this book on hand during 

the Holiday Season.  
  

Please RSVP to Shira  or Faith  by 

November 10 , 2008. Shira  

shiralowry@berwickoffray.com  609- 324- 0072 , or 

Faith faithellen63@aol.com  609- 259- 1485 . 
 
 

An Update from Rabbi Alex  
 

Ashirah, Jarah , and I have officially moved to 

upstate New York where I  am the new rabbi of 

Reconstructionist congregation Temple Sinai.   

We have settled into our new home at:  

71 Roman Lane, Amherst, NY 14226.    

Our new cell phones are : 

716- 308- 4558 (me), 716 - 308- 4720 ( Ashirah)  
 

 

Candle Lighting Time 
 

November 7th  Friday Shabbat      4:28 

November 14th Friday Shabbat     4:21 
November 21st  Friday Shabbat      4:16 

November 28th  Friday Shabbat      4:13 

 
We are trying to locate the Temple prayer books: 

High Holy Day books and Koh Hashamah books. 

If you have any in your home, please bring them 

to the Temple.  Thank You. 

 

Come as you are, and be welcomed at the 

Interfaith Meeting  
  Faith & Food   
7pm, Thursday  

November 6th 2008  
  Crosswicks United Methodist Church  

 

(Corner of Church Street and Ward Avenue, Crosswicks)  
This event is hosted by the Dorothea Dix 

Unitarian Universalist Community  
  

 A panel of leaders, involved in feeding the hungry, 
will tell us of their mission, the current situation, 

and where they want to be.   
A question and answer session will follow.   

Discussion will continue over tea and coffee.   
  

 
Thank you to everyone who helped put up the 

Temple Bônai Abraham Sukkah; Sid 

Morginstin, Charlie Weiss and son, Brian 

and Marybeth Epstein, Mike Rosen, Stan 

Zeichner, and Art Guyer. 

 
 High Hold Day  

Pledges 
 

Generous pledges were made by  
the following: 

 

Betsy Ramos 
Eileen Gale 

Andrea Browne  
Faith and Greg Hupfl  
Benjamin Wishnoff  

Edna and Leon Crespy 
Sheila Lamonsoff, in memory of  

Dr. Norman Lamonsoff, Isadore & Kate  
Lamonsoff, and Anna & Samuel Kaplan 

Marsha & Joel Dowshen 
Rona & William Goldberg  

Randy Bloom & Michael Scolaro 
Robin & Steve Affrime  

Ron Morris  
Renee Harrison 
Phyllis Chudoff  

Stan and Ronnie Zeichner 

mailto:shiralowry@berwickoffray.com
mailto:faithellen63@aol.com


November & December  
Oneg Shabbat & Sisterhood Hosts 

November 7  Oneg ς Fechter & Cohen/Phillips Families 

November 19 Sisterhood ς Karen Nissim & Jennifer 
Carton 

November 22 Luncheon ς Rita Nissim 

December 5 Oneg ς Jill Popko and Gilda Scheindlinger 

December 13 Luncheon ςBrian & Maribeth Epstein 

 

DONATIONS 
 

Temple 
In Memory of 

Molly Scaffer from Henry and Rhode Kessler  

Bonnie Ross from Jack Ross  

Joseph Rothman from Evelyn Rothman 

Charles Stein from Randy Bloom & Michael 

Scolaro 

In Honor of 
Rita and Marty Nissimõs 50th anniversary from 

Ellen Wiener 

Rita and Marty Nissimõs 50th anniversary from 

Steve & Robin Affrime 
 

Sisterhood 
Happy Birthday  

Elaine Trackman from Mimi Geller 

Miriam Ross from Phyllis and Is Kamer 

Mrs. B. Botnick from Phyllis and Is Kamer 

Ms. M. Aarons from Phyllis and Is Kamer 

Carl Kamer from Phyllis and Is Kamer 

Vickie Susswein from Phyllis and Is Kamer 
 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Jack Cohen's mother from Phoebe and Jeff 

Nissim  

  

MEMORIAL PLAQUES  
  

Temple B’nai Abraham Memorial Plaques can be purchased for 

$250. To order a plaque you need to provide the following 

information in writing to the Religious Chairman (Sid 

Morginstin): 

1. English name of deceased loved one. 

2. Hebrew name of deceased loved one.  If you do not know 

this, the religious chair and the Rabbi can help you with 

an appropriate name.  

3. Date of death as MONTH-DAY-YEAR. 
You can be billed when the plaque is received.  Plaques are 

ordered from the supplier when there are at least four plaques 

requested. This may take some time, however, if you would like 

your plaque earlier, you may request this and we will do 

everything we can. 

 
 

The annual Rutgers International Jewish 

Film Festival will be held from November 9th 

ð 19th at the Regal Cinema in North 

Brunswick. Take a look at the featured films 

and complete schedule at:  

 http://jewishstudies.rutgers.edu/ 

 
 

 

We hope you received your New Year card.  

If you have not paid for having your name in the 

card, PLEASE SEND REMITTANCE to: 

Rita Nissim  

 5 Germantown Road, Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Rita is also collecting dues for Sisterhood 

membership. You may send just one check for both. 

$5.00 for the card and $25.00 for dues. 
 

 

 
Temple BônaiéAbrahamôséOwné 

Jewish Film Festival  
 

Saturday,  
November 15  

7:30 p.m. 
 

If you like pickles (who 
doesnòt), Jewish humor, 
and quirky love stories, 
you will love the first film in our Jewish 
Film Series, Crossing Delancey, which will 
be shown at Temple BònaiçAbraham. 
   

Without  giving away the story line, which 
is full of delightful surprises, sometimes 
blind dates DO work out and opposites 
CAN attract!  Refreshments will be 
provided; including pickles, both sour and 
sweet - just like the movie. 

http://jewishstudies.rutgers.edu/


NOVEM BER 2008                          Heshvan -Kislev  5769  
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

      1 

 

2 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 - 10:00 am 

Hebrew School 

10:00 am ï  

12:00 noon  

 

3 4 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

Hebrew School  

4:30 ï 6:30 pm 

7 

 

Friday Night 

Services 

7:30 pm 

 

8 

 

9 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 - 10:00 am 

Hebrew School 

10:00 am ï  

12:00 noon  

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

Hebrew School  

4:30 ï 6:30 pm 

14 

 

Friday Night 

Services 

7:30 pm 

Oneg hosts 

Fechter & 

Cohen/Phillips 

Families 

 

15 

 

TBA 

Jewish Film 

Festival 

7:30 pm 

16 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 - 10:00 am 

Hebrew School 

10:00 am ï  

12:00 noon 

17  

 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

Sarah Seidel 

Sisterhood 

Cocktail 

Party 

6:30 pm 

 

 

20 

 

Hebrew  

School  

4:30 ï  

6:30 pm 

21 

 

 

22 

 

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services  

9:30 am 

Luncheon 

 Rita Nissim 

23 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 - 10:00 am 

Hebrew School 

10:00 am ï  

12:00 noon 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

Thanksgiving 

 

No Hebrew  

School  

 

 

28 

 

Friday Night 

Services 

7:30 pm 

 

29 

30 

 

No Religious  

School 
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