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A message from Rabbi Alex 
 

 In the Jewish year, Shavuot is one of the 
most mysterious holidays.  We spend forty-nine days 

preparing for it, beginning our countdown from the 
second day of Passover.  Shavuot, meaning weeks, is 

named after this seven-week period known as the 

Omer for the measures of grain farmers would use to 
count the days.  And, by the time we have arrived at 

the big day, at the conclusion of the Omer, we are 
supposed to have already brought our first fruits to 

the Temple in Jerusalem and be present there for a 

big celebration.  Today Jews still do gather in the Old 
City to celebrate Shavuot, as they do on the two 

other pilgrimage holidays, Sukkot and Passover, 
however the connection to harvesting and first fruits 

has long since been erased. 
    Generally, American Jews celebrate 

Shavuot by holding Hebrew school or confirmation 

class graduation ceremonies.  We arrange flowers on 
our Bima’s and bring out our “first fruits” in front of 

the congregation in the form of our future leadership.  
However, in recent years, the custom of all night 

Torah study has come back into fashion.  Many 

synagogues will hold shiurim, or classes, until 
midnight or beyond.  This is connected to the 

secondary reason behind the holiday, which is to 
celebrate our receiving of the Torah on Mount Sinai.  

If you ever have an opportunity to go to one of these 
gatherings they are pure joy and a wonderful and 

intense way to Torah study. 

 Neverless, Shavuot is a holiday that is 
difficult to understand, its meaning always shifting 

and being reinterpreted, but never fully being fleshed 
out.  I think the reason behind this it marks the end 

of the holiday cycle and ushers in several months of 

waiting for the year to restart itself.  While 
beginnings are easy, endings are filled with many 

complicated emotions. 

 As I stand on the brink of my final month in 

Bordentown, I too am filled with these mixed 

emotions.  I am so very proud of what we have 
accomplished together these past years, celebrating 

TBA’s 90th anniversary, renovating the interior of the 
building, creating a stable and functioning leadership, 

holding 25 B’nai Mitzvah, having teen teachers and a 

teen program with several local Reconstructionist 
communities, starting a Tot Shabbat program, 

creating a Social Action program in conjunction with 
area churches, creating an interfaith dialogue 

program, movie nights, and on and on and on.  I 
write these knowing that it was a team effort, along 

with some wonderful and spirited individual 

contributions, that made everything possible.  How 
amazing to continue to be so vibrant as we move 

steadily toward TBA’s centennial anniversary.    
 Yet, I am also very sad to have to say 

goodbye to this community that I have so grown to 

love.  What you have in Bordentown is very unique 
and it starts with the mentchlekite people that 

founded and continue to be drawn to the “little 
temple that could.”  I know you are in good hands 

with a stable board led by Betsy Ramos and with 
Julie Pfau taking over the rabbinic mantle.  I pray 

that TBA continues to thrive and grow, never losing 

sight of what makes it such a positive force in so 
many lives, including my own.  I miss you all and try 

to visit as much as possible.  I also encourage you to 
come up north to Amherst, New York to see visit 

Ashirah, Jarah and I in our new home. 

 B’nai Abraham will always be in my heart.  
May we continue to go forward from strength to 

strength. 
B’Shalom, 

Rabbi Alex 
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 Temple Bônai Abraham is affiliated with The 
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Temple B’nai Abraham Officers 

 
President:           Betsy Ramos 
Executive VP:   Stan Zeichner 
Religious VP:     Sid Morginstin 
Financial VP:      Michael Rosen 
Secretary:            Jen Carton 
Trustees: 
Religious School Chair  Susan Giachetti 
Membership Chair:        Rhea Goldman 
Building Chair             Eileen Gale 
Adult Education Chair:   Rick Shain 

 
 
 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers 

 
President   Shira Lowry                           
Vice President                   Debby Weiss 
Treasurer   Marcy Schwartz       
Financial Secretary   Rita Nissim 
Record. Secretary   Ellen Wehrman 
Corres. Secretary   Mimi Geller  

Trustees: 
  Susan Giachetti         Phyllis Chudoff 
  Elaine Trackman        Eileen Gale 

 

YAHRZEITS 
 

May 30  
We will remember Ann Zeitz, mother of Carl Zeitz, 
Bernard Greenblatt, father of Marcia Rosen, Julia 
Affrime, mother of Steve Affrime, Rita Hodes, aunt of 
Randye Bloom, Joseph Harrison, father-in-law of Renee 
Harrison 
June 6th 
We will remember Harry Pierce, father of Ira Pierce, 
Jacob Mervish, father of Shyrle Kushner  
June 20th 
We will remember George Groveman, father-in-law of 
Seena and founding family of Temple Bônai Abraham, 
Genevive Maza, aunt of Sandra Cohen 
June 27th 
We will remember Fannie Bloom, maternal grandmother 
of Peter Reichlin, Edith Trackman, mother of Jay 
Trackman  
 
 
The Temple and Sisterhood community extend our 
condolences to the Dowshen Family on the recent 
passing of Joelôs mother, Florence Dowshen. 
 

 
Shabbat Services for June 

                                                                                      
Friday May 30th   Shabbat Services  7:30PM  Oneg 
hosts Giachetti family in honor of Bônai Mitzvah of Justin 
and Marisa Bônai Mitzvah..   The Congregation is invited 
to celebrate with the Giachetti family at the Oneg.  
                                                                          Light Candles 7:59 

Saturday May 31st Shabbat Morning Services 9:30 
Bônai Mitzvah Justin and Marisa Giachetti 
Friday June 6th Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM Adult 
Shabbat Services 7:30PM   Rabbi Julie will conduct 
services.                                                 Light Candles 8:04       
Friday June 13th  Shabbat Services 7:30  Oneg 
Shabbat host Popko family in honor of Theoôs Bat 
Mitzvah. Congregation is invited to celebrate with the 
Popko family at the Oneg.                        Light Candles 8:08 

Saturday June 14th  Shabbat morning services 
9:30am, Bat Mitzvah of Theo Popko 
Friday June 20th  Services 7:30PM, Pulpit exchange 
United Methodist Church of Crosswicks   Light Candles 8:10 

Friday June 27th    Shabbat Services  7:30PM  Oneg  in 
honor of Rabbi Alex and family.  Last service with Rabbi 
Alex.                                                          Light Candles 8:11                                                         
 
 

Tot Shabbat 
  
Our last Tot Shabbat service of the year will be June 6 when 
we celebrate Shavuot. Join us as we celebrate the day the 
people of Israel received the Torah. 
  
Our group is always open to new members and new ideas. 
!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ ×ÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏÏ ÌÁÔÅ 
to come out and join us or lead an act ivity.  To make referrals 
for either or for more information about Tot Shabbat call 
Sharon Dauber 291-9169 or email sdauber@comcast.net 

 Sharon Dauber 

 

 

 
Congregation meeting will be June 11 at the 
Temple. 7:30PM 
 

mailto:sdauber@comcast.net


    With our School 

Hebrew School Graduation Bagel Brunch 

on June 8th -  10:00 -11:30AM.   Families are  

invited to attend.   

Goodbye to our Hebrew School Director Aria 
Lazarus 

 
One of the wonderful gifts I have received at Bônai 
Abraham is to have had the chance to work directly 
with my sister Aria.  In my five years at TBA, I have 
seen her grow and mature as a teacher and leader.  
Two years ago when she took over as the Hebrew 
school director she did so without missing a beat.  I 
am so proud of who she has become as a 
professional and as a person.  This June she 
completes her time in Bordentown as she heads off 
to a big wedding celebration on June 29th and full-
time employment at Kellman academy in South 
Jersey.  On behalf of Aria and myself, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the Hebrew 
school, especially Susan, Len and Jay, and made it 
into the family environment that it continues to be.   
Rabbi Alex 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 

 

While Temple B'nai Abraham may take a break in the 
summer from services and Hebrew School, 
unfortunately hunger in the community does not 
take a rest.  We still rely on your help!   
During the month of June, please try to drop off 
boxes of granola bars or any food items for the food 
pantry.  Because of the economy, food pantry 
donations are very low all over the country, yet the 
demand is growing.  We will make sure that your 
donations are delivered to the food pantry and help 
serve those in need. 
We continue to delivery hot meals to temporary 
residents of the Pines Motel on the last Thursday of 
every month.  If you are interested in joining our 
crew for meal delivery, keep in mind the following 
dates:  June 26, July 31 and Aug. 28.  We meet in 
Crosswicks around 5:00, and we are finished 
delivering meals by 6:15. 
A big thank you to Elaine Trackman for her help at 
the food pantry, and to Susan Giachetti, Robin 
Affrime, and Ellen Wehrman as well as this year's 
terrific bar and bat mitzvah class for their 
commitment to Thursday food delivery. 

Teen Group 

The joint teen group has wrapped up its activities for the year, 
with the last events of roller skating and hiking.  Stay tuned 
through the newsletter for news of events planned for next 
year.  Any questions, please call Sam and Abbie Shain at 324-
0571. 

 
 
 
 

Oneg Shabbat and Sisterhood Hosts 
 
May 30  Oneg Giachetti Family in honor of 

Bônai Mitzvot 
June 9  Sisterhood Covered Dish  Randye 

Bloom and Marsha Dowshen 
June 13 Oneg Popko Family in honor of Bat 

Mitzvah 
 
If you are unable to attend and provide 

refreshments on the date that was assigned to you, 
it is your responsibility to switch with someone.   
Please note that any leftover food must be removed 
from the temple and not left in the refrigerator.  
Please inform Mimi Geller of the change in hosts at 
298-1557 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar s:  The last Friday of the 

month of June we will be saying Goodbye 

to our Rabbi Alex and his family as they 

head off t o Amherst, NY in the fall.   

 
 
Mazel Tov to Justin and Marisa Giachetti and Thea 
Popko on your Bônai Mitzvahs.  

 
 

A Message from The Schwartz-Shain Family 
 
We would like to thank the entire Temple B'nai 
Abraham community for choosing us as members of 
the year.  We feel very honored to have been 
recognized.  We were truly touched by Rabbi Alex's 
and Betsy's kind words, the beautiful and meaningful 
gifts, the bountiful oneg shabbat with decorations 
and flowers, the good wishes and especially the 
presence of so many temple members on Friday 
night.  We are blessed to be part of this warm and 
caring congregation. With deep appreciation,  
Rick, Abbie and Sam Shain and Marcy Schwartz 
 



AROUND OUR TEMPLE COMMUNITY  

 

Mazel Tov to all the graduates in our community.  

 

Leah Rosen, daughter of Marcia & Mike Rosen, 

graduated with honors from Northeastern University 

with a degree in Environmental Geology  

Gregory Davis, Jay and Elaine Trackmanõs grandson 

Gregory has been awarded a full academic scholarship 

to The University of Florida in Gainesville. 

Sheri Haines, gradu ated from University of Phoenix 

with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration  

Alexander Pincus, grandson of Rita & Marty Nissim, 

will be attending Penn State.  

Michael Malyn, grandson of Phyllis & Is Kamer, will be 

attending University of Southern California.  

Mazel Tov to Joel Dowshen on your retirement.  

Marsha Dowshen has two pieces of Art Work 

(Painting and print) on display at the Ellerslie Museum 

in Calwalder Park in Trenton. Marsha has received 

highest  honors and awards f or  her work which will be 

on display of May and June.  Way to go Marsha.  

 

 

             DONATIONS 

Temple 
Yahrzeit 

In Memory of 
Flora Grassian from Rita and Marty Nissim.   

Leonard Greenblatt from Marsha and Mike Rosen 

Joseph Rothman and Julia Affrime  from Robin and 

Steven Affrime 

Rita Hodes from Randye Bloom and Michael Scalaro 

Irving Epstein and Frances Epstein from Rhea 

Goldman 

Leon Herzog and Belle Rosen from Madge and Jerry 

Rosen 

Florence Dowshen from Robin and Steven Affrime, 

Phyllis Chudoff and Evelyn Rothman, Randye  Bloom 

and Michael Scolaro 

Albert Dowshen from Marsha and Joel Dowshen 

 

In Honor Of 
The Schwartz/Shain family Member of the Year 

Award from Phyllis and Is Kamer, Randye Bloom 

and Michael Scolaro 

All the ladies who helped during the 

Lowry/Grabenstin Bat Mitzvah from Shira 

Lowry 

 

Sisterhood    
        In Memory of 

Florence Dowshen, mother of Joel Dowshen 

From Is & Phyllis  Kamer, Eileen Gale, Nina 

Glanz, Sandy SchwartzBird, Renee Harrison, 

Marty & Rita Nissim, Sid & Charyl Morginstin, 

Jay & Elaine Trackman, Shira Lowry, Jeff & 

Phoebe Nissim 

 Get Well 
Jay Trackman from Is & Phyllis  Kamer, Marcy 

Schwartz  and Rick Shain  and Family 

Charyl Morginstin from Phyllis Chudoff, Evelyn 

Rothman, Marcy Schwartz & Rick Shain & 

Family, Eileen Gale, Jay & Elaine Trackman, Is 

& Phyllis Kamer, Randye Bloom & Michael 

Scolaro, Steve & Robin Affrime 

 

        Rejoicing with you 
Julia Grabenstin on your Bat Mitzvah from 

Randye Bloom and Michael Scolaro, Rick Shain 

and Marcy Schwartz and Family 

Joel Dowshen on your retirement from  Jay & 

Elaine Trackman, Marty & Rita  Nissim 

Eileen Gale on the birth of granddaughter Aleah 

Rose from Marcy Schwartz & Rick Shain 

 

 

Yom Kippur Community Booklet- The form to use to 
submit names for the Yom Kippur Community Booklet is 
in this newsletter.  This fundraiser has existed since 
1992 and all of the money that you donate goes to the 
Temple- the copying and postal costs are not charged to 
the Temple.  The last few years we have collected $700 
to $800, but we have lost some participants so new 
listings are really necessary this year.  Please consider 
participating in this fundraiser- a small donation of $10 
will allow you to honor or remember five people.  If you 
have any questions or wish to see the booklet from prior 
years, please call Randye [298-6485].  Thank you so 
much for your consideration. 

Message from the President 
  
We regret that this year will be the last year for Rabbi 

Alex but wish him well at his new congregation in 
Buffalo. Please join us for a special goodbye service and 

oneg shabbat on June 27.  We are pleased to announce 
though that Julie Pfau will be moving up to be our "full-

time" rabbi and also will be the director of our Hebrew 

School. Last, Avi Green will be returning as our cantor 

for the High Holiday services.  



TEMPLE FUNDRAISER - It is time to compile the community booklet for Yom Kippur that lists the names of family 

and friends whom you wish to honor or remember on that day.  The cost to list each name is $2.00.  If you would like to 

have your family and friends included, please complete the form below and send it with your check [made payable to 

Temple Bônai Abraham].  All names must be submitted in writing to ensure proper spellings and designations.  Forms 

and checks must be received by August 1.  This is the only notice or reminder that you will receive so please clip it 

from your newsletter.  Thank you. 

 

An example of what a listing looks like follows: 

 

 Randye E. Bloom & Michael Scolaro, Jr. 

        honor: Mary F. Scolaro 

   Brett Wilson & Jeffrey Bloom 

   Emily Chelsea Bloom 

   Kori Johanna Bloom 

 

 remember: Julius & Selma Bloom 

   Michael Scolaro 

   Pauline & William Hodes 

   Minnie & Joseph Bloom 

   Rita Hodes & Charles Stein 

   Michael D. Burns 

   Andrew S. Zysman 

   Sal Cuccia 

 

This example would cost $34.00. 

 

Please include the following names in the community booklet: 

 

HONOR      
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REMEMBER  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of donor as it is to appear in booklet:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Check enclosed $ ________ 

 

 

Payable to Temple Bônai Abraham and mail to: 

Randye Bloom, 514 Reeder Avenue, Bordentown, NJ  08505 

 

 

  



ANNUAL COVERED DISH SUPPER 

MONDAY JUNE 9, 2008 

6:15PM 

 
 

If you cannot attend, are unhappy with the dish that you are assigned, or are bringing a guest [$5.00], 
please make a quick phone call to Randye  [298-6485] or Marsha [298-5306] to let us know- that is 
the only way to make the covered dish a successful meal for all who attend.  Thank you. 

 
Robin Affrime   blintzes 
Kim Aubry   your choice [please call if you are unable to come] 
Nancy Belonzi   cole slaw 
Randye Bloom   ice, milk 
Ronnie Bradbury  assorted nuts 
Jennifer Carton   deviled eggs 
Phyllis Chudoff   lasagna 
Sharon Dauber   chocolate chip cookies 
Mary Lou Delehanty  cheese and crackers 
Marsha Dowshen  green bean salad 
Melissa Fatori   appetizer [please call if you are unable to come] 
Bonnie Friedman  olives [please call if you are unable to come] 
Eileen Gale   kugel 
Mimi Geller   one of your delicious desserts 
Susan Giachetti   hot entrée of choice 
Nina Glanz   sour cream twists 
Bonnie Goldman  anything chocolate 
Rhea Goldman   salad of choice 
Renee Harrison   plain tuna salad 
Phyllis Kamer   Greek salad 
Loretta Klein   bruschettta 
Deena Kobrin   seltzer [please call if you are unable to come] 
Shyrle Kushner   your choice 
Shelia Lamonsoff  chocolate covered strawberries 
Marlene Lavine   your choice 
Patricia Lite-Tolomeo  roasted vegetable platter 
Shira Lowry   appetizer of choice 
Yelena Uzlyaner Masoti  rugelach 
Charyl Morginstin  two gallons iced tea 
Karen Nissim   fruit salad 
Rita Nissim   spinach soufflé 
Linda Osman   hummus and pita 
Freda Pollack   appetizer [please call if you are unable to come] 
Jill Popko   quiche [please call if you are unable to come] 
Betsy Ramos   green salad 
Madge Rosen   appetizer of choice 
Marcia Rosen   cheesecake 
Evelyn Rothman  applesauce 
Marcy Schwartz   tabouli 
Sandy SchwartzBird  main course with salmon 
Abbie Shain   guacamole and chips 
Samantha Shain  guacamole and chips 
Arlene Speiser   plain tuna salad 
Elaine Trackman  mocked chopped liver 
Ellen Wehrman   baked pasta dish of choice 
Debra Weiss   whitefish salad 

 

PLEASE BRING APPROPRIATE SERVING DISH AND UTENSILS



JUNE  2008                                           IYAR  5768 - SIVAN 5768  

   Tue  Wed    Fri  Sat 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

May 25  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26  

M  

E 

M  

O  

R  

I 

A  

L  

  

D  

A  

Y  

2 7 

 

Knitting 

Group  

 

At  .øëò÷sü 

7:30PM  

28  

 

 

29  

 

30  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

Oneg host 

Giachetti family 

in honor of 

&þüýò÷sü & 

)êûòüêsü Ćs÷êò 

Mitzvah  

Congregation is 

invited  

 

31 

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services 9:30  

Ćs÷êò )òýăÿêñ 

Justin and 

Marissa 

Giachetti  

  

June 1  

 

2  3  

 

 

 

4  

 

 

5  

 

6  

Tot Shabbat 

6PM  

Pot Luck 6PM 

Adult Services  

7:30  

Rabbi Julie 

leads  

 

7 

 

8  

 

Hebrew 

School 

Graduation  

(10:30AM -  

12:30PM  

9  

Sarah 

Seidel 

Sisterhood  

Covered 

Dish  

6:15pm  

10  11 

Congregational 

Meeting  

7:30PM  

At the Temple  

12  

 

13  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

Oneg Host 

Popko Family in 

honor of Thea's  

Bat Mitzvah  

Congregation is 

invited  

 

14  

Shabbat  

Services 

9:30am  

Bat Mitzvah 

Thea Popko  

 

15  

 

 

16   

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 19 

 

20  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

Pulpit 

Exchange  

United 

Methodist 

Church  

Oneg Shabbat  

2 1 

2 2  

Pulpit 

Exchange  

11:00 \ 12:00  

United 

Methodist 

Church, 

Crosswicks, 

NJ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 3  

 

2 4  

 

 

 

2 5  2 6  

Food 

Delivery  

 

27  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

Oneg Shabbat 

in honor of 

Rabbi Alex  

Last service of 

the year  

Debby Weiss 

main host  

28  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29  30     

 

 

 

  

javascript:openPosting(530)
javascript:openPosting(530)
javascript:openPosting(530)
javascript:openPosting(385)
javascript:openPosting(385)
javascript:openPosting(385)
javascript:openPosting(385)


Yahrtzeit for the Summer Months 

 

July 11   Aaron Cohen, grandfather of Sandra Cohen 
July 11   Bernard Black, father of Leonard Black 
July 18   Anna Harrison, mother-in-law of Renee 
July 18   Solomon Schaffer, father of Rhoda Kessler 
July 18   Joseph Josephson, father of Sam Josephson 
July 18   Jack Roth, father of Elaine Trackman 
July 18   Oscar Wasserman, father of Linda Bowker 
July 25   Max Light, father of Patricia Light-Tolomeo 
July 25   Abraham Zeitz, father of Carl Zeitz 
July 25   Julie Kwait, sister of Marcy Schwartz 
July 25   Sam Shain, father of Rick Shain 

 
 

New Year Card 

Our talented Sandy SchwartzBird is designing the New Year 

card this year for our Temlple Bȭnai Abraham and Sarah 

Seidel Sisterhood communities to greet each other during 

the High Holidays.  If you wish to participate the cost is only 

$5.00.  Please send your check to Rita Nissim, 5 

Germantown Rd., Bordentown, NJ 08505 by September 

15th.  This card is not to be confused with the Yom Kippur 

Memorial booklet that Randye Bloom compiles.   You may 

pay at the Covered Dish, June 9th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 8   Lester Bird, father-in-law of Sandy SchwarztBird 
August 8    Beatrice Busch, mother of Phyllis Busch  
August 8    Bernard Shain, father of Betsy Ramos 
August 8   Lulu Cohen, grandmother of Sandra Cohen 
August 15   Alice Mervish, mother of Shyrle Kushner 
August 15   Louis Rosenberg, father of Ellen Wehrman and                   
Louise Thompson 
August 15   Norma Goldman, mother of Maxine & Philip 
August 15   Elaine Zeitz, wife of Carl Zeitz 
August 22   Louis Rosen, father of Gerald Rosen 
August 22   Abraham Kaiser, father of Eileen Gale 
August 29   Celia Schwartz, mother of Marcy Schwartz 
August 29   Selma Bloom, mother of Randye Bloom 
August 29   Norman Goldman, father of Bonnie and Jeff            
Goldman and father-in-law of Rhea Goldman 
 

 

SARAH SEIDEL SISTERHOOD MEETING  
 

Our next meeting will be the annual Covered Dish 

dinner on June  9th  at 6:15PM. Check out the list of 

dishes you are assigned. In addition to your covered 

dish, please bring granola bars to contribute to our 

interfaith food donation. This will help keep our 

presence during the summer months.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


