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A message from Rabbi Alex  
 

 In English the name for the fourth book of 

the Torah is Numbers.  This refers to the taking of the 

census that occurs in the first chapter.  The English 

name tells little of the overall tenor of the book.  A 

more accurate description comes from the Hebrew 

name, Bamidbar, meaning wilderness.  The fourth 

book is a time of wandering and waiting.  In movie 

terms this represents the third act, a time when things 

go wrong and where it seems the people may never 

reach their final destination. 

  For me, a wilderness is a place of unknown 

power.  Whereas a desert, as Bamidbar is sometimes 

translated, is an environmental classification referring 

to the amount of rainfall a place receives in a year, 

wilderness is more of a state of mind.  To be in a 

wilderness is to be lost and confused.  Anyone, no 

matter their physical location, can feel like they are in 

the wilderness. 

 In the book of Bamidbar there is constant 

conflict.  Torah portion after Torah portion are filled 

with stories of challenges to authority and lack of 

direction.  We have the story of the spies who do not 

trust God enough to enter into the Promised Land.  

We have the story of Miriam and Aaron who spread 

rumors about Moses and are punished with Leprosy.  

We have the story of Korah, who actively challenges 

Mosesô authority.  It is hard to relate to the peopleôs 

struggles.  Why at a time of so much promise do they 

threaten to destroy everything that they have worked 

to achieve?  Why canôt God, Moses, Aaron, Miriam, 

gather everyone together in harmony? 

 Conflict and wilderness are necessary parts 

of the human condition.  The question is not why do 

they happen, but when.  Our individual interests and 

pursuits will inevitably fail to align with those of 

others.  That said, we need not see either of these 

terms as being inherently negative.  In fact, there are 

many positive things that can come from periods of 

distress and unrest. 

 Human beings are complicated emotional 

creatures.  Like steam rising from a kettle, conflict 

and wilderness can be opportunities for emotional 

outbursts and release.  The tensions between Moses 

and the community are real and will not go away 

until they are addressed.  Bamidbar is the opportunity 

in the Torah for this to happen. 

 Indeed, I believe that it is imperative for any 

healthy community to examine and take seriously any 

conflict that arises.  As we learned in rabbinical 

school, bad news needs to be addressed immediately, 

good news can wait until the morning.  We cannot 

allow voices in our community, no matter how 

uncomfortable, to not be heard.  We find our way 

back from the wilderness by listening to each other 

and trusting that our collective knowledge and 

support will help us find a new direction. 

 We begin reading the book of Bamidbar on 

Shabbat morning, May 31
st
.  Let us embark into the 

wilderness in strength and without fear of whatever 

conflict may lay in our paths.  A special Mazel Tov  

on the Bônai Mitzvah of Julia Grabenstein on May 

3
rd
, Justin and Morissa Giachetti on May 31

st
, and to 

the member of the year celebration for the Shain-

Schwartzôs (Marcy, Rick, Abby and Sam) on Friday, 

May 16
th
.  

 Happy Wanderings, 

 Rabbi Alex 
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YAHRZEITS 
 

May 1st 
We will remember Albert Dowshen, father of Joel 
Dowshen, Flora Grassian, mother of Rita Nissim, and 
Ida Reichlin, founding family member of Temple Bônai 
Abraham 
May 9th 
We will remember Belle rosen, mother of Gerald Rosen, 
Harriet Hicks, maternal grandmother of Sara Blann  
May 16th 
We will remember Leon Herzog, brother of Madge 
Rosen, Frances Novak, mother of Blanche Cantor, Mary 
Gross, aunt of Shyrle Kushner, Philip Kushner, father of 
Sol Kushner  
May 23rd 
We will remember Louis Benson, father of Charyl 
Morginstin, Gertrude Urken, sister of Henry Kessler, 
Herzog Rosen, brother of Madge Rosen 
May 30  
We will remember Ann Zeitz, mother of Carl Zeitz, 
Bernard Greenblatt, father of Marcia Rosen, Julia 
Affrime, mother of Steve Affrime, Rita Hodes, aunt of 
Randye Bloom, Joseph Harrison, father-in-law of Renee 
Harrison 
 

 
Shabbat Services for May 

                                                                                      
Friday May 2nd  Shabbat Services 7:30PM  Oneg hosts 
Lowry and Grabenstein families in honor of Juliaôs Bat 
Mitzvah                                                                   Light Candles 7:33 

Saturday May 3rd  Shabbat Morning Services 9:30 
Bat Mitzvah of Julie Grabenstin       
Friday May 9th  Shabbat Services 7:30PM, Rabbi Julie 
leading                                                    Light Candles7:40 

Friday May 16     Shabbat Services  7:30PM  Oneg  
hosts Jennifer Carton and Ronnie Bradbury.  Member of 
the Year Schwartz-Shain family, Marcy, Rick, Abby & 
Sam                                                           Light Candles 7:47                                                        
Friday May 23rd Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM 
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM               Light Candles 7:12 

Friday May 30th   Shabbat Services  7:30PM  Oneg 
hosts Giachetti family in honor of Bônai Mitvah of Justin 
and Marissa .                                                 Light Candles 7:19 

Saturday May 31st Shabbat Morning Services 9:30 
Bônai Mitzvah Justin and Marissa Giachetti 
 
 

Tot Shabbat 
Tot Shabbat met in April to learn about Passover. The 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ Ȱ0ÁÓÓÏÖÅÒȱ ÂÙ -ÉÒÉÁÍ .ÅÒÌÏ×e. They 
also made Seder plates by covering plates with t in foil and 
Passover st ickers and past ing foil cupcake holders to hold 
the ritual items. We had a wonderful turnout with two new 
families joining us and a big Thanks must go out to all the 
teen helpers  (Sam, Abbie, Thea and Livi) who showed up to 
assist.  
  
Our next Tot Shabbat service will be May 23 from 6:00-7:30 
×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ,ÁÇ "ȭ/ÍÅÒȟ Á ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ 
celebrated with picnics and outdoor act ivit ies. In addit ion to 
our potluck dinner, candle light ing, and abbreviated service, 
there will be a related story and craft.  
  
Our last Tot Shabbat service of the year will be June 6 when 
we celebrate Shavuot. Join us as we celebrate the day the 
people of Israel received the Torah. 
  
Our group is always open to new members and new ideas. 
!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ ×ÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏÏ ÌÁÔÅ 
to come out and join us or lead an act ivity.  To make referrals 
for either or for more information about Tot Shabbat call 
Sharon Dauber 291-9169 or email sdauber@comcast.net 

 Sharon Dauber 

mailto:sdauber@comcast.net

