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A message from Rabbi Alex  
 

ȰSome of my fondest memories growing up occurred 

at our Passover Seder.  My parents both grew up in 

secular households and knew little of the customs and 

meaning behind the holiday rituals.  As products of 

Jewish day schools, my sisters and I were responsible 

for, not only asking the Four Questions, but in 

answering them as well.  This was an opportunity to 

be both serious and silly at the same time.  We taught 

the songs we learned at school and, the older we 

became, the more Hebrew we both recited and 

translated to our parents.  It was there that I really 

learned how to be Jewish. 

 I can only imagine the fun that the rabbis had 

in creating the first Passover Seders some two 

thousand years ago.  How do you tell the story of the 

Exodus from Egypt so that it is meaningful in every 

generation?  While the story is the most exciting in 

our tradition, how many times can you retell it 

without it becoming boring?  

 We know that the rabbis solved this problem 

by not telling the story at all, but instead in trying to 

help us re-experience the events ourselves.  By 

having us sit, eat, and, even, think differently, we 

come to realize that slavery and freedom are both 

ideas we can appreciate no matter how good or bad 

things are in our everyday lives.   

 The idea of the Passover Seder is not for us 

to sit in awe of the miracles God performed for us 

thousands of years ago, but to realize that miracles 

and tragedies occur all the time.  It is imperative for 

us, both, to hear the cries of slavery and to rejoice in 

our freedoms.  For, if we do not do so,  it not only the 

story of Exodus that will grow stale, but our own 

appreciation of life as well.   

  

 

That said, I know how challenging it can be to bring 

the ancient text of the Haggadah alive to us today.  

We not only have the barriers of Hebrew and 

Aramaic, but in understanding how those that created 

the Seder thought and lived.  Luckily, there are many 

excellent Haggadot that make our lives easier, 

including A Night of Questions by the 

Reconstructionist movement and available at 

JRF.ORG.  These new Haggadot encourage us to be 

creative in our retelling of the Exodus and not get 

stuck on the ancient words. 

 If you need some inspiration this year 

remember the following: The basic idea of the Seder 

is that we are moving from Slavery to Freedom.  

Every ritual, from the food to the pillows on our 

seats, are ways for us to experience these ideas using 

all of our senses.  If you want to get creative, think 

about what it feels like to be a slave and what it feels 

like to be free.  For example, the rabbis deny us food 

and then make us eat Matzah and Marror to make us 

feel like slaves.  Then when we have had enough, 

they have us gorge ourselves while singing to 

remember the joys and pains (belly aches) of 

freedom. 

 If you are looking for a cool hip Seder where 

we try to spice things up with silly songs and where I 

get to wear my Pharoah hat, come to our Templeôs 

Seder on Sunday, April 20
th
 at 6 PM. If you are 

interested, contact Kim Aubry, who has tirelessly 

worked to make this happen the past two years. 

Wherever you are, lots of luck on your own seders as 

we embark on the incredible journey that is our 

tradition. 

 BôShalom, 

 Rabbi Alex 
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YAHRZEITS 
 

April 4th 
We will remember William Trackman, father of Jay 
Trackman 
April 11th 
We will remember Mildred Josephson, mother of Mark, 
wife of Sam Josephson, past Temple member  
April 18th 
We will remember Charles Herzog, father of Madge 
Rosen, Frances Epstein, mother of Rhea Goldman, 
Bess Light, mother of Patricia Light-Tolomeo, Jack 
Harrison, brother-in-law of Renee Harrison, 
May 1st 
We will remember Albert Dowshen, father of Joel 
Dowshen, Flora Grassian, mother of Rita Nissim, and 
Ida Reichlin, founding family member of Temple Bônai 
Abraham 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shabbat Services for April 

 
                                                                                      
Saturday March 29  Shabbat Morning Services 9:30PM 
Luncheon hosts Hepfl and Aubry Families 
Friday April 4th Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM Adult 
Shabbat Services 7:30PM Oneg hosts Affrime and 
Rachel Schwartz families. Come and meet baby Jarah 
Chava.                                                      Light Candles 7:05                                                                          

Friday April 11th Shabbat Services 7:30PM 
                                                              Light Candles 7:12 

Friday April 18th   7:30PM Shabbat Services                                      
                                                            Light Candles 7:19 

Friday April 25th Shabbat Services 7:30 Oneg hosts 
Trackman and Weiscott families.              Light Candles 7:26 

Friday May 2nd  Shabbat Services 7:30PM  Oneg hosts 
Lowry and Grabenstein families in honor of Juliaôs Bat 
Mitzvah                                                                   Light Candles 7:33 

  
 

                 

Tot Shabbat  

 

Tot Shabbat services will be April 4 when we learn 

about Passover and May 23 when we celebrate Lag 

ˢΝ˯̍̅̒ˌ 

Our group is always open to new members and new 

ideas. To make referrals for either or for more 

information about Tot Shabbat call Sharon Dauber 

291-9169 or email sdauber@comcast.net  

Sharon Dauber 

     
 
We extend our condolences to Michael and Sharon 
Dauber and family on the loss of Sharonôs mother.  
 
Mazel Tov to Rachel Schwartz and husband Mark on the 
birth of their second son.   
 
Temple Board Meeting March 31st at Jennifer Cartonôs 
home at 7:30pm. 

 
Debby Weiss will be putting the May newsletter together. 
Please send all articles to her: debby@jande.org 
 
 

 

 

 



 

With our School 
 

Snacks for 2007-2008 
 

 
April      Linda Osman 
May    Jen Carton  
 
Snack suggestions:  Juice, Water bottles, Baked 
chips, Pretzels, Cookies, Fruit, Veggies  
 

 

             DONATIONS  

Temple 
Yahrzeit  

In Memory of  
Mildred Josephson   from Mark,  Fay&  Sam Josephson 

Leonard Grenblatt   from Michael &  Marcia Rosen  

Charles Herzog  from Gerald  &  Madge Rosen 

Rose Klepner   from Len and Elizabeth Klelpner  

                               In Honor Of  
Birth of Jarah Chav a Lazarus -Klein  from 

Michael &  Marcia Rosen  

                      Prayer Books  

Sisterhood    
        In Memory of  
Anita Penny  Lieberman  from Randye  Bloom & 
Michael Scolaro, Eileen Gale, Sid & Charyl Morginstin, 
Jay & Elaine Trackman, Joel & Marsha Dowshen, Sheila 
Lamonsoff 

            Rejoicing with you  
Renee Harrison on the Bar Mitzvah of grandsons  

Jeffrey and Seth Harrison from Jay & Elaine 

Trackman, Marty & Rita Nissim  

Rabbi and Ashirah Lazarus -Klein  on birth of 

Jarah Chava from Victor & Gertrude Bonatti 

Zotta  

To Lee and Marcel Nissim on the bi rth of great 

granddaughter s from  Victor & Gertrude Bonatti -

Zotta  

 

 

        

 

 

              

             A message from Rabbi Alex 
 

Dear Temple Bônai Abraham, 
 

As many of you have heard already, Iôve accepted a 

position for next year at Temple Sinai, a 
Reconstructionist Temple outside of Buffalo, NY.  I 

cannot thank you enough for allowing me to serve as 
rabbi for TBA these past five years.  Temple Bônai 

Abraham is a truly wonderful community that has been a 
training ground for rabbis almost since its inception.  I 

feel lucky to be part of a very esteemed group of rabbis, 

including my brother -in-law Micah, who have come 
through Temple Bônai Abraham.  In five years, I have not 

only grown professionally, but personally.  I started as a 
single 20-something still in rabbinical school, I leave, 

married, a rabbi, and with a beautiful baby girl to take 

care at home.  Thank you for all the love and support 
from the community that I have received along the way.   

I hope to savor the next few months we have together 
and know that you will always have a place in my heart.  

 

    BôShalom, 
    Rabbi Alex 
 

 

Oneg Shabbat and Sisterhood Hosts 
 
March 29 Luncheon  Aubry and Hepfl  

Families 
April 4  Oneg Rachel Schwartz and Affrime 

Families 
April 25 Oneg Trackman and Weiskott 

Families 
May 3  Oneg Grabenstein and Lowry in 

Honor of Bat Mitzvah 
May 12  Sisterhood  Renee Harrison and 

Sandy SchwartzBird 
May 16  Oneg  Ronnie Bradbury and 

Jennifer Carton Families 
May 30  Oneg Giachetti Family in honor of 

Bônai Mitzvot 
June 9  Sisterhood Covered Dish  Randye 

Bloom and Marsha Dowshen 
June 13 Oneg Popko Family in honor of Bat 

Mitzvah 
 
If you are unable to attend and provide 

refreshments on the date that was assigned to you, 
it is your responsibility to switch with someone.   
Please note that any leftover food must be removed 
from the temple and not left in the refrigerator.  
Please inform Mimi Geller of the change in hosts at 
298-1557 

 
 



A message from our Temple President  
Changes to building lock and driveway access 

  
The Temple lock on the front door has been changed.  If 
you need to enter the temple for any reason, please call 
Betsy Ramos, or any Temple board member, to obtain a 
loaner key.  The chain has been installed across our 
driveway to save our lawn. We will be able to open the 
chain during Hebrew School, services, or other events. 
We will also be buying fill and/or seed for that area to fill 
it in. Please use the street for parking until the grassy 
area can be filled in.  We want to limit its use to our 
members and guests   
 

 

Jewish Film Festival 

                   
Our second film in our Jewish film series, "Avalon", 

will be shown on Saturday, March 29, at 7:30.  This is 

a treat for those of you who hate subtitles!  Prepare to 

laugh and cry and be entertained and educated as  

film  maker Barry Levinso n tells the story of a Jewish 

family who in the 1950s moves from Baltimore to the 

suburbs.  In the process, they gain green lawns and 

fresh air but lose a precious sense of community and 

family unity.  All are welcome and delicious 

refreshments will be ava ilable free of charge.  For 

more information, contact Rick Shain at 609 -324-

0571.  

 

Knitting -Crafting Group  
The next meeting will be at the Temple April 28th at 

7:30PM.  RSVP to Betsy at bramos@capehart.com or 

298-0437. 
 

 

The correct e-mail for Sid & Charyl Morginstin is 
SIDMORGY@VERIZON.NET.  òI check my old email address 
very infrequently.  You may get a response from my 
BUSINESS ADDRESS LEADSTAMP@VERIZON.NET.  It is 
OK to use that one as well. Thanks. If the item is for Charyl, 
please put FOR CHARYL someplace near the top.  
        I will be in Israel May 8th  to May 24th..  If any one wants 
anything, please tell me exactly what you want and how much I 
may spend IN WRITING by  May 1st.  As I will be quite busy at 
an INTERNATIONAL STAMP SHOW,  there are no guarantees 
that I will be able to get it for youò  Sid Morginstin 

 

 

Teen Group 
Future events include roller skating, attending a play at 
Princeton University,a Shul-in, and a teen retreat in the 
spring. Call Sam and Abbie Shain with any questions at  
324-0571.  
 

Gift Card Program  
Please contact Marsha and Joel Dowshen 298-5306 to 

get your gift cards.  Great for Passover shopping. 

 

 

Social Action  

Thanks to all who have been contributing granola bars 

for the motel families.   We have been keeping up our 
monthly commitment to add to the grocery bags 

organized by our interfaith community. 

Below is a letter of thanks we received from one of the 

coordinators:  

 
Dear Friends, 

     Just a note to thank you again for your faithfulness 
with the grocery bag ministry.   This month, because of 

your seemingly endless generousity, we were able to 

take 40 well-filled grocery bags to the motels.   When I 
got to the Ellisdale Church to pick up the regular 20 

bags, there was so much food still there, and at my 
church, that we could put together 20 more bags!!   It 

took two vans, just for the grocer ies!!  And we could 
give out 40 "you have to hold them from the bottom or 

the handles will break" grocery bags to people who we 

sometimes miss when we only have 20. 
     As we were about to leave Laurel Notch, we still had 

one bag, there was a couple walking into the parking lot, 
carrying what looked to be all their possessions.  I asked 

if they could use a meal and some groceries, and they lit 

up.  They had no food, and they didn't know where they 
were going to get any.   The man thanked me for what 

seemed like 10 minutes, saying "we wouldn't have made 
it without you".    He wanted the names and addresses 

of all the churches to thank them personally, to  make 
sure they knew what it meant to him and his wife to 

have food.  I told him I would tell you, and hope fully you 

would pass it on to your congregations.   Each box of 
crackers, each grocery item goes to someone who might 

not have had food if you all didn't care, or buy, or 
deliver, or pray for this ministry.    Thank you from John 

and Sandy, and many others, 

Thanks for all you do, 
Anne 
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From Jewish Family Services, 

programs for your enjoyment  
 

 

PASSOVER:  IT'S MORE THAN JUST A 

DINNER PARTY  

Sunday April 6, 2008  

2:00 - 4:00pm   Market Fair Center Court  

US 1 at Meadow Road, Princeton  

Cost - FREE 

JFCS offers a little Passover learning and 

fun.  Think Passover, Think Spring, Think 

Freedom, Think 4 cups of wine, 4 questions, 4 

sons, Think Music and Stories and Crafts  

 

Activities for the children; resources and 

materials and people for the adults      Treats 

and Free Drawings Too!  

                                 

 

 

 

WOMEN IN TRANSITION From Home to the 

Workplace  

Mondays April 7, 14, 21, May 5 and 12  

11:00am - 1:00pm 

The Jewish Center of Princeton  

435 Nassau Street, Princeton  

 Fee: $250/person: includes kosher box lunch and two  

 personal assessments fr om a certified career 

counselor 

 Facilitator:  Ilana Levitt, MA, MED  

 PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED by March 31,  

2008  

 This five week course is a "how to" program for 

women deciding whether  to and how to re -enter the 

work force. Learn to make good  career ch oices. 

Identify individual skills. Identify personal interests.  

 Research career options and develop a career plan. 

Learn what you want to do when  you grow up. 

 SPACE IS LIMITED.  ACT NOW.  

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT REEMPLOYMENT 

Monday May 5, Wednesday May 7 and Monday 
May 12 

6:30pm - 9:00pm 
JFCS 707 Alexander Road, Suite 102 

Facilitator: Beverly Andres 

FREE 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED by April 28, 2008 

Leave message for Beverly Andres at 609-987-8100 X 

118 or beverlya@jfcsonline.org  

This Series of workshops is for individuals looking 
to get back into the work force who have been 
downsized, changing careers, and are new to the 
workforce.  They will learn skills necessary to 
perform a job search, write a resume, interview with 
executives and network with professionals. (This is 
a three session workshop, you must sign up for all 
three sessions) 
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                             Temple B'nai Abraham's Community Passover Seder                  

                                                                               Sunday April 20th, 2008 ï 6PM 

                                                                              Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein leading 
  
Join us for an evening of good food, good story and good wine while we break matzah as a community.   
  
The cost for a full dinner will be: 
Adults - $30 
Children (10 to 15yr.) - $15 
Children (5 to 9yr) - $10 
Children under 5 - Free 
  
The deadline for reservations is March 28th.            The community is welcome plus any guests. 
  
Please email Kim Aubry for reservations at kimaubry@gmail.com or call 609-841-8965. Dinners must be prepaid 
Send your check, made out to Temple Bônai Abraham, to Kim Aubry at:    930 Hamilton Ave., Roebling, NJ  08554  
We are still looking for set-up, serving and clean-up volunteers.   
Please email me if you are interested or have questions or special requests.   Your Host Kim Aubry 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASSOVER BOOKLET AVAILABLE  

 
Booklets are available  for a small charge of $5.00 at 

the Sisterhood Meeting, Purim Carnival or by 

ordering with a phone call to Elaine Trackman, 298 -

1316.  This is a òbiseló fund raiser for our Temple and 

the booklet is dedicated in Memory of Elaine Zeitz.  

Thank you to those w ho have already ordered a copy 

of the booklet.  

We would like to turn this project into creating a 

Temple Bõnai Abraham Holiday cookbook to be 

available next fall.  

Gather your favorite holiday recipes and drop them 

off at the temple in the file folder marked Eileen.  

 

                                 
Trenton Thunder Baseball team is offering special 

rate tickets to congregational members for Sunday 

games. Fans who bring this newsletter to the ticket 

window will receive a $7.00 ticket for any of the 11 

Sunday games.  The regular ticket price is $10, a 

savings of $3 a game.   

Sunday games are:  April 13, April 27, May 4, May 18, 

June 8, June 22, July 13, July 27, August 10, August 

24, and August 31.  All games start at 1:05pm except 

July 13th and August 31 st, which are evening games 

starting at 6:05pm.  

 

 

We wish all a Happy Passover  

 

http://us.f840.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=kimaubry@gmail.com


april  2008                                     ADAR II -  NISSAN    5768  

   Tue  Wed    Fri  Sat 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

March 30  March 31 

 

Temple 

Board 

Meeting 7:30 

&î÷ ćêûýø÷sü 

home  

 

 

 

 

 

April 1  Apr il 2  April 3  

 

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

April 4  

Tot Shabbat 

6PM  

Pot Luck 6PM 

Adult 

Services  

7:30  

Oneg  to 

Welcome Jarah 

Chava  

Hosts  

Affrime and 

Rachel 

Schwartz  

April 5  

6  

Religious 

School 10:30 -

12:30  

 

 

7 8  

 

 

 

9  

 

 

10  

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

11 

 

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM   

Julie Pfau 

 

 
 

12 

 

13 

 

Hebrew 

School 

Model Seder  

10:30AM -  

12:30PM  

 

14 15 16 17 

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

18 

 

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

 

19 

First Seder 

 

 

 

20  

No religious 

School  

 

Community 

Seder  6PM  

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2  

22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3  

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4  

2 4  

Hebrew School  

4:30PM   

Food Delivery 

5:15 - 6:15  

 

 

 

 

Day 5  

 

2 5  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

Oneg hosts 

Trackan 

and 

Weiscott 

families  

Day 6  

2 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7  

2 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8  

2 8  

Knitting 

Group  

 

At the temple  

7:30PM  

2 9  30  May 1  

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

 

2  

Friday Night 

Services 

Oneg host 

Lowry & 

Grab en stein 

in honor of  

&þõòêsü Bat 

Mitzvah  

 

3  

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services Bat 

Mitzvah  Julia 

Grabenstein 

9:30AM   
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