
 

 

Temple Bônai Abraham         The Temple Shofar       Sarah Seidel Sisterhood  

  President ï Betsy Ramos         Rabbi Alex Lazarus - Klein           President  -  Shir a  Lowry
           Student Rabbi -  Julie Pfau     

576 8                                    March                                     200 8 

 

A message from Rabbi Alex  
 

Ȱ! ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÎÁÍÅÓȡ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ 
are called by their parents, one that they are called 

by their peers and one that they acquire for 
themselves. The best of all is the one they acquire 

ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ ɉ*Å×ÉÓÈ -ÉÄÒÁÓÈɊ 
There is a beautiful tradition among Ashkenazi 
Jews of naming our children after people in our 
families who have passed away and whom we 
wish to honor.  In this way, we keep our ancestors 
memories alive from generation to generation. 
I never fully appreciated the sacredness of this 
tradition until a conversation I had while working 
in the hospital this past month.  I was in the room 
with a patient who was Italian American and an 
African American nurse who was four or five 
months pregnant.  We were discussing the 
significance of names and the patient and I talked 
about traditions in our respective communities.  
The nurse, who had already picked out a name for 
her still yet-to-be-born daughter, was sad.  She had 
never been given any tradition at all ɀ she was 
completely on her own in coming up with a name. 
In the Midrash above, you see the significance of 
names in Judaism.  Think back to the first Jews, 
Abraham and Sarah.  It was only when God added 
a hey to their original names, Abram and Sarai, 
that they fully became part of the covenant. We 
learn through this that no matter what name we 
start off with, we always have an opportunity to 
create our own name in the world. 
On February 6, at Chestnut Hill Hospital, at 11:37 
am, I had an opportunity to welcome a new 
precious life into the world.  Before she came out 
into my hands, she had no official name, nor did 
we even know that she was a girl yet.  Yes, my wife 

and I had discussed names for some time, going 
through lists on-line and in Jewish baby books.  
We had even narrowed a name down to a boy-
name and a girl-name.  However, before she was 
born, those conversations had been, just that, 
conversations. 
Then, in that magical moment, when, exhausted 
and unsure if our baby would ever be born, she 
ÐÏÐÐÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄ×ÉÆÅȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅȟ ) ÃÕÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÄȢ  Ȱ3Ïȟ ÎÕȟ ÉÓ ÉÔ Á ÇÉÒÌ ÏÒ Á ÂÏÙȩȱ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄ×ÉÆÅ 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÍÅȢ  Ȱ! ÇÉÒÌȣ ) ÔÈÉÎËȢȱ  Ȱ*ÁÒÁÈ #ÈÁÖÁȟȱ ÍÙ ×ÉÆÅ 
said, and suddenly we knew her name. 
We actually gave Jarah three names: Jarah for 
!ÓÈÉÒÁÈȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ *ÁÃÏÂ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ  
Chava for my maternal grandmother Clara.  And, 
ÈÅÒ (ÅÂÒÅ× ÎÁÍÅȟ 2ÏÎÉÔȟ ÆÏÒ !ÓÈÉÒÁÈȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 
Robert who died in 2002. 
On March 20, between 5:00 and 7:00 we celebrate 
0ÕÒÉÍ ÁÔ "ȭÎÁÉ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȢ  /Î 0ÕÒÉÍ ×Å ÒÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
Esther, who like Jarah, has more than one name.  
%ÓÔÈÅÒȭÓ (ÅÂÒÅ× ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ (ÁÄÁÓÓÁÈȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙȟ 
she struggles with her identity and with her name. 
Hadassah means Myrtle trees.  We use leaves of 
the myrtle on Sukkot as part of the Lulav.  The 
trees themselves grow in the valleys around 
Jerusalem.  They have deep green, glossy leaves 
and bloom with majestic flowers.  Only when 
Esther confronts Acheshverosh does she truly 
earn her name.  May Jarah Chava, bloom like 
Esther, making a name for herself, for her family, 
and for her people. 
 
"ȭ3ÈÁÌÏÍȟ 
Rabbi Alex 
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 Temple Bônai Abraham is affiliated with The 

Reconstruction Movement  

 
 

Temple Bônai Abraham Officers 

 
President:           Betsy Ramos  
Executive VP:   Stan Zeichner  
Religious VP:     Sid Morginstin  
Financial VP:      Mchael  Rosen  
Secretary:            Jen Carton  
Trustees:  
Religious School Chair  Susan Giachetti  

Membership Chair:        Rhea Goldman  
Building Chair             Eileen Gale  
Adult Education Chair:   Rick Shain  

 
 
 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers  

 
President    Shira Lowry                            
Vice President                   Debby Weiss  
Treasurer    Mar cy Schwartz        
Financial Secretary    Rita Nissim  
Record.  Secretary    Ellen Wehrman  
Corres.  Secretary    Mimi Geller   

Trustees:  

  Susan  Giachetti          Phyllis Chudoff  
  Elaine Trackman         Eileen Gale  

 

 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 

February 29th 
We will remember Irving Epstein, father of Rhea 
Goldman  
March 7th 
We will remember Rebecca Shemesh, mother of Marty 
Nissim. 
March 22nd 
We will remember Arthur Fishman, father of Arlene 
Speiser and Rose Klepner, mother of Len Klepner 
April 4th 
We will remember William Trackman, father of Jay 
Trackman 
 
 

 
Thursday March 20  Purim Carnival and Megillah 
Reading. Festivities begin at 5PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shabbat Services for March 

 
                                                                                      
Friday February 29th Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM 
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM             Light Candles 5:28 

Friday March 7   7:30PM Shabbat Services                                      
                                                           Light Candles 5:35 

Friday March 14. Shabbat Services 7:30PM  Guest 
Speaker Josh Zeitz    Oneg hosts Osman and Kamer 
families.                                                       Light Candles 6:43 

Friday March 21 Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM 
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM              Light Candles 6:50 

Friday March 28th                                                Light Candles 6:58 

Saturday March 29  Shabbat Morning Services 9:30PM 
Luncheon hosts Hepfl and Aubry Families 
Friday April 4th Oneg hosts Affrime and Rachel 
Schwartz families. Come and meet baby Jarah Chava. 
                                                             Light Candles 7:05                                                                           
 

                 

Tot Shabbat  

ˡ̔̔̅̎̔̉̏  ̎˴̏  ̔˳̈́̂̂́̔̅̒̓Ψ˷  ˥˨ˡ˶  ˥˰ˡ˲˳ˬ˥˹ˌ  ˩́  ̖̍̅̒  ̙

̐̌̅́̓̅  ̄ ̔  ̏ ́̎̎̏̎̃̕  ̅ ̔̈́  ̔ ̔̈  ̅ ˤ́̂̅̕  ̒ ̇̉̒̌̓Ν ̐́̒̓̌̅  ̙

planters are growing very well, and hopefully they will 

be ready f ̏  ̒˰̖́̓̓̏̅̒ˌ ˩  ̙̆̏̒̕  ̓́̒̅̎Ν  ̗̔̇̒̏̉̎  ̖̇̅̒  ̙̗̅̌  ̌

perhaps they need more light or water.  

 ˩Ν  ̍́̌̓  ̖̏̅̒  ̙̐̌̅́̓̅  ̄̔  ̏́̎̎̏̎̃̕  ̗̅  ̖̅̈́  ̅  ́̎̅  ̗˴̏  ̔

Shabbat Member named Jarah Chava Lazarus -Klein. 

Mazel Tov to the new parents, Rabbi Alex and Ashirah. 

We know from our Tot Shabbat experience that they will 

make great parents. And the Tot Shabbat group will 

pray for you to get a good night sleep soon!  

ˤ̒̉̎̕  ̇̔̈  ̅˲́̂̂̉Ν  ̓́̂̓̅̎̃  ̗̅  ̗̅̅̒  ̅̆̏̒̔̎́̔̕  ̅̅̎̏̇̕  ̈

to have Student Rabbi Julie Pfau lead our February Tot 

Shabbat ser vice, which had a special focus on Shabbat 

rituals. Thank you Rabbi Julie for a wonderful service.  

Our next Tot Shabbat service will be March 21 from 

6:00-7:30 when we celebrate Purim, the Festival of 

Lots. In addition to our potluck dinner and abbreviate d 

service, there will be a Purim story and craft.  

Future Tot Shabbat services will be April 4 when we 

learn about Passover and May 23 when we celebrate 

ˬ́  ̇ˢΝ˯̍̅̒ˌ 

Our group is always open to new members and new 

ideas. To make referrals for either or for more 

information about Tot Shabbat call Sharon Dauber 

291-9169 or email sdauber@comcast.net  

Sharon Dauber 



     

With our School 
 

Snacks for 2007-2008 
 

 
March     Kim Aubry  
April      Linda Osman 
May    Jen Carton  
 
Snack suggestions:  Juice, Water bottles, Baked 
chips, Pretzels, Cookies, Fruit, Veggies  
 
 

 

The Hebrew School Purim Carnival is Thursday, March 

20th from 5-6PM, Megillah Reading 6-7PM.  All children 

are invited to attend.  We will have Pizza and snacks for 

a small donation.  

  
 
 
 

      Mazel Tov Rabbi Alex and Ashirah  

        
It is with great awe and joy that we announce 

The birth of new baby Jarah Chava Lazarus-Klein.   She 
Was born on Feb. 6 at 11:37 AM at Chestnut Hill Hospital 

weighing 7.1 pounds, with a length of 19.14 inches. 
Mom and baby are doing great. 

 
Just a few words about her name: 

While Jarah is a Hebrew word meaning Honeysuckle or 
Honey Comb, her actual Hebrew name will be Ronit 
Chava.  We can't wait for everyone to meet Jarah and 
welcome her into the world. Join us on April 4th at the Temple. 
B'Shalom,  Ashirah and Alex 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

             DONATIONS  

Temple 
Yahrzeit  

In Memory of  
Rose Kaiser from Eileen Gale  

Rebecca Shemesh from Martin and Rita Nissim  

                               In Honor Of  
Birth of Jarah Chava to Rabbi Alex and Ashira  

From Jay and Elaine Trackman, Sharon and Mike 

Dauber , Gerald and Madg e Rosen 

Robin and Steven Affrimeõs 35th Anniversary  

Betsy and Victor Ramos, Nate and Elly Kraines - (Kim 

Aubryõs parents). 

             Prayer Books  
In honor of Robin and Steven Affrimeõs 35th 

Anniversary   

Sandy SchwartzBird , &  Bruce Bird,  Phyllis Chudoff 

and Eileen Gale &  Art Guyer  

Sisterhood    
        In Memory of  
Edna Eagle  from Barbara and Jeff Streisfeld  

Howard Resnick  from Barbara and Jeff Streisfeld  

Evelyn and Seymor Streisfeld, parents of Jeff  

Lee &  Marcel Nissim, Sid & Charyl Morginstin, 

Shyrle and Sol Kushner  

Vivian E. H. Pfau, grandmother of Julie Pfau  

Elaine & Jay Trackman, Charyl & Sid Morginstin, 

Eileen Gale, Randye Bloom and Michael Scolaro  

Elaine Kline to Gary & Gail Kushner from  Shyrle & 

Sol Kushner, Ellen & Steve Benowitz, Dr. Mrs. D. 

Shelley  

            Rejoicing with you 
Ted and Joanne Lutz on the birth of granddaughter 

Ella Miriam Lutz from Phyllis and Is Kamer  

Steve and Kaitlin Lutz on the birth of daughter Ella 

Miriam Lutz from Phyllis & Is Kamer  

Lee and Mracel Nissim on the birth of great 

granddaughters Sarah Payto n and Samantha Rose  

from Phyllis and Is Kamer  

Lee Nissim  in honor of her birthday from Phyllis & Is 

Kamer  

Robin & Steven Affrime Happy 35thAnniversary  

From Sid & Charyl Morginstin  

Rabbi Alex and Ashirah on the birth of Jarah Chava  

Cheryl & Sid Morginstin, Eileen Gale, Robin & 

Steve Affrime, Phyllis Chudoff, Is & Phyllis 

Kamer , Rick and Marcy Shain and Family  

 

                    

 

 



 

                    

Teen Group 
 

On Feb. 10, the joint temple teen group had a very 
successful service project: cleaning the HomeFront 
preschool in West Windsor.  Three teens from Temple 
B'nai Abraham participated, along with a crew from 
Kehilat Shalom and String of Pearls.  Read  
the message below from the preschool director 
thanking them for their hard work! 
 

άIf you come into the CTC room this week and smell the odor 
of cleansers, that's because we had our own personal 
ϦŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜϦ ŀǘ /¢/ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦβ ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 
dozen high school youth from 4 local synagogues came for 3 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǇ ǘƻ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦβ 
They even attempted to put our last computer together and 
were doing fine until they found they were missing a major 
piece!  
I regret that I did not get their full names, but if you know any 
youth  from String of Pearls, Beth Chaim, Temple B'nai 
Abraham or Kehilat Shalom, give them a hug and a big thanks 
that they worked so hard to sanitize our preschool during this 
especially "germy" time of year!έ 
 

Future events include roller skating, attending a play at 
Princeton University,a Shul-in, and a teen retreat in the 
spring. Call Sam and Abbie Shain with any questions:  

324-0571.  

 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who purchased a print for 

our 90th anniversary .  Order are still being 

accepted   Contact Sandy SchwartzBird at 

585- 3257.  

 
 

Thanks to all who have been contributing granola bars 

for the motel families.  We have been keeping up our 

monthly commitment to add to the grocery bags 

organized by our interfaith community. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Oneg Shabbat and Sisterhood Hosts 
 
March 10   Sisterhood Ellen Wehrman and 

Rhea Goldman 
March 14  Oneg Osman and Kamer 

Families 
March 29 Luncheon  Aubry and Hepfl  

Families 
April 4   Oneg Rachel Schwartz and Affrime 

Families 
April 19  Luncheon  Trackman and 

Weiskoff Families 
May 3  Oneg Grabenstein and Lowry in 

Honor of Bat Mitzvah 
May 12  Sisterhood  Renee Harrison and 

Sandy SchwartzBird 
May 16  Oneg  Ronnie Bradbury and 

Jennifer Carton Families 
May 30  Oneg Giachetti Family in honor of 

Bônai Mitzvot 
June 9  Sisterhood Covered Dish  Randye 

Bloom and Marsha Dowshen 
June 13 Oneg Popko Family in honor of Bat 

Mitzvah 
 
If you are unable to attend and provide 

refreshments on the date that was assigned to you, 
it is your responsibility to switch with someone.   
Please note that any leftover food must be removed 
from the temple and not left in the refrigerator.  
Please inform Mimi Geller of the change in hosts at 
298-1557 

 
 

 

 

 

Knitting -Crafting Group 

 
We will be meeting on March 24th. at the 

Temple. Please let Betsy Ramos know if you are 

able to attend.  Its fun, its social, its learning.  

Join us! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Adult Education  

The next adult education class will 
be on Sunday, March 16, at 11:15.  Rabbi Julie will be 
teaching  another session, exploring the various 
dimensions of Jewish prayer.  She requests that those 
attending a class bring a tallis if they have one.  If they 
don't, the Temple has an ample supply on hand.  Ample 
refreshments will be served (bagels, cream cheese, and 
rugelah at the minimum) so bring a large appetite for 
both food and Jewish Learning.  The adult education 
class is open to everyone and please feel free to come 
even if you missed the first session of this class. 
 
 
 

 
                                    

 

 

 

 

A new Program will be available to the 
Temple Community : 

     We will be inaugurating the Young Jewish -

American Club of B'nai Abraham in March. It will 
commence afte r regular Sunday/Hebrew School 

sessions and last about one hour. Young members 

from 12 and up will learn/discuss The Jewish 

American Experience and Old World customs, 

Yiddish  Words/Phrases, and team help write a play 

combining these features If it works, w e will offer 
this play to the congregation during the Spring); 

and, if there's time and interest perhaps learn 

about Jewish cooking and create a family historical 

album; maybe even indulge in a little quiz  with 

prizes for the winners.  
     Ron Morris will be the coordinator and tutor. He 

can be contacted  by phone at 571 -6484 or   

through his email at Ron@Bookarcade.Com  for 

any questions. It would be helpful to learn who 
might be willing to join so please RSVP. All 

welcome! It should be fun, educational, even a little 

goofy.   Contact Ron or Rick Shain for the actual 

start up date.  It will also be announced at Friday 

serv ices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jewish Film Festival 

                   
Our second film in our Jewish film series, "Avalon", 

will be shown on Saturday, March 29, at 7:30.  This is 

a treat for those of you who hate subtitles!  Prepare to 

laugh and cry and be entertained and educated as 

film  maker Barry Levinson tells the story of a Jewish 

family who in the 1950s moves from Baltimore to the 

suburbs.  In the process, they gain green lawns and 

fresh air but lose a precious sense of community and 

family unity.  All are welcom e and delicious 

refreshments will be available free of charge.  For 

more information, contact Rick Shain at 609 -324-

0571.  

 

 

 

A message from our Temple President  
 

Changes to building lock and driveway access 

  

Due to a recurrent problem with the doors to the temple 

left unlocked, we are addressing changing the locks to 

the building. You will be notified when the locks are 

changed, possibly by the end of March. Also, to save our 

lawn, we will be buying a chain to go across the 

driveway closest to the building. We will be able to open 

the chain during Hebrew School, services, or other 

events. We will also be buying fill and/or seed for that 

area to fill it in. We apologize for any inconvenience but 

we feel the neighbor next to our building is using it 

frequently, causing the deep ruts, and we want to limit its 

use to our members and guests. 

  

 

 

Next temple board meeting is March 31st at Jennifer 

Cartonôs home. 

 

 



                             Temple B'nai Abraham's Community Passover Seder                  

                                                                               Sunday April 20th, 2008 ï 6PM 

                                                                              Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein leading 
  
Join us for an evening of good food, good story and good wine while we break matzah as a community.   
  
The cost for a full dinner will be: 
Adults - $30 
Children (10 to 15yr.) - $15 
Children (5 to 9yr) - $10 
Children under 5 - Free 
  
The deadline for reservations is March 28th.            The community is welcome plus any guests. 
  
Please email Kim Aubry for reservations at kimaubry@gmail.com or call 609-841-8965. Dinners must be prepaid 
Send your check, made out to Temple Bônai Abraham, to Kim Aubry at:    930 Hamilton Ave., Roebling, NJ  08554  
We are still looking for set-up, serving and clean-up volunteers.   
Please email me if you are interested or have questions or special requests.   Your Host Kim Aubry 
 
 

 

 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood and Temple 

Bõnia Abraham invite the community to 

come and hear Josh Zeitz, son of Carl 

and the late Elaine Zeitz. , on Friday 

evening March 14th.  Josh will talk 

about the political scene of New 

Jersey .   An Oneg Shabbat  will follow.  

 

 

 

PASSOVER BOOKLET AVAILABLE  
Could there be another Passover cookbook out 

there? Well, yes, in fact, there is. B ut this one i s just a 

few favorites plus new and unusual recipes put 

together in booklet form with a few |kid friendly z 

recipes as an added bonus. The booklets will be 

available for a small charge of $5.00 at the 

Sisterhood Meeting, Purim Carnival or by ordering 

with a phone call to Elaine Trackman, 298 -1316.  

This is a |biselz fund raiser for  our Temple and the 

booklet is dedicated in Memory of Elaine Zeitz . 

 

 

 

A Note from the  Jewish Center  

The Jewish Center in Princeton is hosting David Broza ɀ a 

renowned Israeli singer ɀ in live concert, as part of a 

yearlong Israel @ 60 celebration.  The concert will take 

place at The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau Street, Princeton, 

NJ. On Sunday, May 11, 2008.   Tickets are $36.00 each. 

Please contact the Jewish Center if you are interested. 609-

921-0100 or pick up an order form on the board at the 

temple. 

 

 

 

 

A new updated membership list will be coming soon.  

If you have a change in your home address, phone 

number, or  email address , please let Betsy Ram os 

know as soon as possible. 

 

 

 
Please send any articles for the April newsletter to 

Debby Weiss at debby@jande.org.  

 

 

http://us.f840.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=kimaubry@gmail.com



