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A message from Rabbi Alex
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are called by their parents, one that they are called
by their peers and one that they acquire for
themselves. The best of all is the one they acquire
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There is a beautiful tradition among Ashkenazi
Jews of naming our children after people in our
families who have passed away and whom we
wish to honor. In this way, we keep our acestors
memories alive from generation to generation.
I never fully appreciated the sacredness of this
tradition until a conversation | had while working
in the hospital this past month. | was in the room
with a patient who was Italian American and an
African American nurse who was four or five
months pregnant. We were discussing the
significance of names and the patient and | talked
about traditions in our respective communities.
The nurse, who had already picked out a name for
her still yet-to-be-born daughter, was sad. She had
never been given any tradition at allz she was
completely on her own in coming up with a name.
In the Midrash above, you see the significance of
names in Judaism. Think back to the first Jews,
Abraham and Sarah. It was oplwhen God added
a hey to their original names, Abram and Sarai,
that they fully became part of the covenant. We
learn through this that no matter what name we
start off with, we always have an opportunity to
create our own name in the world.
On February 6 at Chestnut Hill Hospital, at 11:37
am, | had an opportunity to welcome a new
precious life into the world. Before she came out
into my hands, she had no official name, nor did
we even know that she was a girl yet. Yes, my wife

and | had discussed name for some time, going
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We had even narrowed a name down to a bey
name and a gifname. However, before she was
born, those conversations had been, just that,
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Then, in that magical moment, whe, exhausted
and unsure if our baby would ever be born, she
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said, and suddenly we knew her name

We actually gave Jarah three names: Jarah for
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Chava for my maternal grandmother Clara. And,
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Robert who died in 2002.

On March 20, between B0 and 700 we cekbrate
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Esther, who like Jarah, has more than one name.
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she struggles with her identity and with her name.
Hadassah means Myrtle trees. We use leaves of
the myrtle on Sukkot as part of the Lulav. The
trees themselves grow in the valleys around
Jerusalem. They have deep green, glossy leaves
and bloom with majestic flowers. Only when
Esther confronts Acheshverosh does she truly
earn her name. May Jarah Chavljoom like
Esther, making a name for herself, for her family,
and for her people.
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Shabbat Services for March
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Fﬁa‘%yr I'—Sébruary 29th Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM Light Candles 5:28

Friday March 7 7:30PM Shabbat Services
Light Candles 5:35

Friday March 14. Shabbat Services 7:30PM Guest
Speaker Josh Zeitz  Oneg hosts Osman and Kamer
families. Light Candles 6:43
Friday March 21 Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM Light Candles 6:50
Friday March 28th Light Candles 6:58
Saturday March 29 Shabbat Morning Services 9:30PM
Luncheon hosts Hepfl and Aubry Families

Friday April 4th Oneg hosts Affrime and Rachel

Schwartz families. Come and meet baby Jarah Chava.
Light Candles 7:05
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February 29th

We will remember
Goldman

March 7th

We will remember Rebecca Shemesh, mother of Marty
Nissim.

March 22nd

We will remember Arthur Fishman, father of Arlene
Speiser and Rose Klepner, mother of Len Klepner

April 4th

We will remember William Trackman, father of Jay
Trackman

Irving Epstein, father of Rhea

Thursday March 20 Purim Carnival and Megillah
Reading. Festivities begin at 5SPM.

’ Tot Shabba‘g
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planters are growing very well, and hopefully they will
bereadyf ™ * S T
perhapstheyneed morelightorwater.
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Shabbat Member named Jarah Chava Lazarus -Klein.

Mazel Tov to the new parents, Rabbi Alex and Ashirah.
Weknowfrom ourTotShabbatexperiencethattheywill
make great parents. And the Tot Shabbat group will
prayforyoutogetagoodnightsleepsoon!
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tohave Student Rabbi Julie Pfaulead our February Tot
Shabbatser vice, which had a special focus on Shabbat
rituals. ThankyouRabbiJulieforawonderfulservice.
Our next Tot Shabbat service will be March 21 from
6:00-7:30 when we celebrate Purim, the Festival of
Lots. Inadditionto our potluck dinnerand abbreviate
service,therewillbeaPurimstoryandcraft.

Future Tot Shabbat services will be April 4 when we
learn about Passover and May 23 when we celebrate
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Our group is always open to new members and new
ideas. To make referrals for either or for more
information about Tot Shabbat call Sharon Dauber
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291-9169 oremail sdauber@comcast.net
Sharon Dauber




