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Message from our Student Rabbi Julie 

Pfau 

In the secular calendar, the biggest complication 

falls in the month of February – keeping the 

calendar in synch with the seasons means 

periodically adding a single day to the month of 

February.  In the Jewish calendar, things are a bit 

more complicated – an entire month is added to 

the calendar for seven of every nineteen years.  

Instead of giving a separate name to this 

additional month, it is a duplication of an 

existing month – the month of Adar.  Thus, in 

leap years, we have Adar I and Adar II. 

            The month of Adar is, of course, the 

month in which we celebrate Purim.  So what 

happens when we have two months of Adar?  On 

the 14th of the second Adar, we celebrate Purim 

fully, while the 14th of the first Adar became 

known as Purim Katan – Little Purim.  Adar I 

and Purim Katan often pass unnoticed in the 

cycles of the Jewish calendar, but they hold a 

range of possibilities.  Because there is very little 

associated with Purim Katan in terms of ritual, 

there are possibilities for innovation.  Some 

Jewish communities throughout history have 

used Purim Katan as a time to commemorate 

their own experiences of danger and rescue.  

Other contemporary communities use the 

opportunity to hold adult-oriented programs and 

fund-raising events that are in keeping with the 

carnivalesque spirit of Purim – farcical, 

subversive, irreverent, carrying a sense of 

everything being turned upside down. 

            The entire month of Adar (I or II) can 

often carry a sense of these themes.  When I 

think of Adar, I am more conscious of the 

unexpected and more in tune to things that hover 

on the fringes of, or even disrupt, the typical 

flow of my routine.  In a leap year, this 

awareness can be heightened. 

            This year, we are in one of those leap 

years, and the first day of Adar I will fall on 

February 7th.  When I saw the way the dates 

lined up, it felt fitting to me, and remarkably in 

keeping with the delightfully topsy-turvy spirit 

of Purim.  After a year and a half of spending 

one weekend a month with TBA, we will be 

breaking away from our routine during Adar I 

and I will be spending every Shabbat with you.  

The routine will also be up-ended in terms of the 

nature of my visits – during Adar I, in addition to 

Friday nights, I will also be leading adult 

education, a Tot Shabbat, and Shabbat morning 

services with the religious school. 

            With Purim, there is a spirit of 

celebration that accompanies the unexpected.  So 

too do I feel a spirit of celebration in the 

reversals and shifts from our usual pattern.  I am 

looking forward to spending more time at TBA 

this month, and to experiencing different aspects 

of the life of our community.  I hope that Adar I 

this year will bring to us all a sense of deepening 

our relationship, of celebration and possibility, as 

we grow beyond our routines. 

Shalom, Rabbi Julie 
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Temple B’nai Abraham Officers 

 
President:           Betsy Ramos 
Executive VP:   Stan Zeichner 
 
Religious VP:     Mike Rosen 
Financial VP:      Eileen Gale & Mike Rosen 
Secretary:            Jen Carton 
Trustees: 
Religious School Chair  Susan Giachetti 
Membership Chair:        Rhea Goldman 
Building Chair             Eileen Gale 
Adult Education Chair:   Rick Shain 

 
 
 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers 

 
President   Shira Lowry                           
Vice President                   Debby Weiss 
Treasurer   Marcy Schwartz       
Financial Secretary   Rita Nissim 
Record. Secretary   Ellen Wehrman 
Corres. Secretary   Mimi Geller  

Trustees: 

  Susan Giachetti         Phyllis Chudoff 
  Elaine Trackman        Eileen Gale 

 

 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 

January 25th 
We will remember Morris Miller, father of Ilene & Roslyn 
Miller  
February 8th 
We will remember Rose Kaiser, mother of Eileen Gale, 
Max Kessler, father of Henry Kessler, and Nathan  
Goldman, founding family member. 
February 23rd 
We will remember Leonard Greenblat, brother of  
Marcia Rosen, Sylvia Goldman, mother of Bonnie 
Goldman and Jeff Goldman, wife of Norman Goldman, 
founding family member, Abe Kaufman, father of beloved 
Bee Busch and Esther Reichlin, founding family 
members. 
February 29th 
We will remember Irving Epstein, father of Rhea 
Goldman. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Shabbat Services for November 

 
Rabbi Julie will be leading services for the month of 
February 
                                                                                      
Friday January 25  6:00PM Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck 
Dinner,    Adult services 7:30PM            Light Candles 4:46   
 

Friday February 1st. 7:30PM  Shabbat Services Oneg 
Shabbat host families Speiser and Fechter.                                        
                                                                        Light Candles 4:55 

Friday February 8th Shabbat Services 7:30PM 
                                                            Light Candles 5:03 

Friday February 15th  Shabbat Services 7:30PM 
                                                            Light Candles 5:12 
Friday February 22                                             Light Candles 5:20 

Saturday February 23rd  9:30AM Sabbath Morning 
Services Hebrew School and Sunday School leading 
services, with  Hebrew School Parents providing a light 
lunch.   
Friday February 29th Tot Shabbat/Pot Luck dinner 6PM 
Adult Shabbat Services 7:30PM             Light Candles 5:28 

 

                 

Tot Shabbat  

 
Tot Shabbat will meet on January 25th to celebrate 
Tu BõShevat and Shabbat.  In addition to our 

dinner, family friendly service and story, the 

children will decorate and plant their own parsley 

planters, which will hopefully be ready for Passover 

Seder.   

Our next Tot Shabbat service will be February 29 
when student R abbi Julie Pfau leads our group 

with a special focus on Sabbath rituals. For those 

of you who have not had the pleasure of meeting 

our student Rabbi of two years, this will be a 

perfect opportunity.   
Future Tot Shabbat services will be held March 21 

when w e join together for some Purim fun, and 

April 4 when we learn about Passover.   

Our group is always open to new members and 

new ideas. To make referrals for either or for more 

information about Tot Shabbat call Sharon Dauber 
291 -9169 or email sdauber@comcast.net .     

Sharon Dauber   

 

http://us.f840.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=sdauber@comcast.net


With our School 
 

Snacks for 2007-2008 
 

February     Debbie Reyes 
March     Kim Aubry  
April      Linda Osman 
May    Jen Carton  
 
Snack suggestions:  Juice, Water bottles, Baked 
chips, Pretzels, Cookies, Fruit, Veggies  
 
Hebrew and Sunday school students will be leading 
services on February 23rd.  All students are expected  
to attend.  
 

Knitting -Crafting Group 
We are meeting on January 28th at the 

home of Eileen Gale, 32 Thompson St. 

Bordentown.  Arrangements have been made for 

parking in the lot behind Thompson St.  The 

February meeting will be the 4th Monday of the 

month. 

¢ŜƳǇƭŜ .Ωƴŀƛ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ {ŜƛŘŜƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ wŀōōƛ !ƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ !ǎƘƛǊŀƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
passing of Ashirah's and Micah's, one of(our former Rabbis) 
grandfather, Jacob Najman,  He was a week shy of his 98th 
Birthday.  A Holocaust survivor he always believed that "every 
day was a miracle."  He is survived by his wife Rose of 68 years 
(she is 95), and his 17 great grandchildren (and counting).  

Mazel Tov to Jeff and Phoebe Nissim, Lee and Marcel Nissim, 
on the birth of granddaughter and great granddaughter Sarah 
Payton, daughter of Mark and Rachel Nissim on January 3rd. 
Mazel Tov to Ted and Joanne Lutz on the birth of 
granddaughter Ella Miriam to Steven and Kaitlin Lutz on 
January 3rd.                                      

Mazel Tov to the following who celebrated wedding 
anniversaries in special ways:  Stan and Ron Zeichner on their 
recent renewal of their wedding vows, which took place in 
Jamaica, Steve and Robin Affrime on the renewal of their 
wedding vows with a ceremony held at our Temple on 
January 27th, Sol and Shyrle Kushaner who celebrated 62 
years of marriage, Ellen and John Wehrman and Louise and 
Bill Thompson who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on a Royal Caribbean cruise. 

Sharon and Mike Dauber have moved to their new home at 
23 Yorktown Rd., Bordentown, NJ.  Mazel Tov. 

              DONATIONS 

Temple 
Yahrzeit 
 In Memory Of Morris Herzog from Gerald and Madge 

Rosen 

             In Memory of 
Jacob Najman from Rick Shain and Marcy Schwartz 

& family & Sharon and Michael Dauber 

Allen Peres and Family for the loss of Sylvia Peres 

from Jay and Elaine Trackman    

Rick Shain and Family for loss of Rickõs mother from 

Jay and Elaine Trackman & Sharon and Michael 

Dauber 

               In Honor Of 
Birth of granddaughter Sarah Payton Nissim to 

Phoebe and Jeff Nissim from Jay and Elaine 

Trackman         

Sisterhood    
        In Memory of 
To Rabbi Alex and Ashirah Lazarus/Klein in memory 

of Jacob Najman from Randye Bloom and Mike 

Scolaro, Eileen Gale, Charyl and Sid Morginstin 

To Barbara and Jeff Streisfeld  in memory of Evelyn 

and Seymour  Streisfeld, loving parents of Jeffrey 

Streisfeld  from Karen and Francis Sutter, Robin and 

Tony Zak, Elaine and Jay Trackman, Phyllis and Is 

Kamer, Neil and Karen Nissim, Randye and Michael 

Scolaro & Rhoda and Henry Kessler 

To Seena Siegler in memory of her mother Sara 

Kloner Zieidman from Eileen Gale & Sol and Shryle 

Kushner        

            Rejoicing with you 
Jeff and Phoebe Nissim on birth of granddaughter 

Sarah Payton Nissim from Randye Bloom and 

Michael Scolaro,  Rita and Marty Nissim, Charyl and 

Sid Morginstin, Rhoda and Henry Kessler, Karen and 

Francis Sutter, David and Marlene Thompson, 
Barbara and Jeff Streisfeld 

Marc and Rachel Nissim on birth of daughter from 

Barbara and Jeff Streisfeld 

Ted and Joanne Lutz on birth of granddaughter Ella 

Miriam Lutz from Elaine and Jay Trackman, Rita and 

Marty Nissim, Charyl and Sid Morginstin, Rhoda and 

Henry Kessler, Eileen Gale, Randye Bloom & Michael 

Scolaro, Karen and Francis Sutter, David and 

Marlene Thompson 

Sharon and Mike Dauber on your new home from 

Eileen Gale            

 

High Holiday Donations Received 
 

Betsy Ramos 
 

 



  

 

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood 
 

Get ready to have a fantastic time! 

On Monday, February 11th at 7PM, Artrageous 

Creations of Mt. Laurel will come to the temple to do a 

ceramics night.  Everyone will have picked out a piece to 

paint and glaze.  Artrageous Creations will bring all the 

pieces, paint, glaze, and supplies.  After the event, they 

will fire them, and return them to us.  Sure to be fun for 

one and all.  We need to give Artrageous more than a 

week's notice of what painted pieces to bring, so please 

call Shira Lowry at 609-440-9753, if you have not yet 

ordered and would like to attend.  See you there!  See 

the flyer in this newsletter for your selection to paint. 

Hostesses for the evening are Mimi Geller and Patricia 

Light-Tolomeo. 

 

 

Teen Group 
 

Group Service Project Sun. Feb 10, 12:30-3:30 

  
Join the teen group to help homeless kids. 
Homefront, a local organization that helps 
homeless families, runs a preschool for homeless   
kids at the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church on Rt. 
571, just beyond Rt. 1 towards W. Windsor. We will 
work with them to clean their preschool and set up 
some computer stations for the kids. They don't 
have the man/womanpower to do this important job 
and are grateful for our help. They have all the 
cleaning supplies; we just need to show up and 
provide the elbow grease. 
 RSVP to Steve Marcus at smarcus@Princeton.EDU 

 

Call Sam and Abbie Shain with any questions:  324-

0571.  

 

 

 

 

Blood Drive 

We collected 32 pints of blood at the blood drive [34 

people came]- not quite our goal, but still helpful with 

the blood supplies so low.  Unfortunately, most of the 

drives held in December did not make their goals.  A 

special thank you to Eileen Gale, Rhea Goldman, Marcy 

Schwartz, and Debby Weiss for making those all 

important phone calls.  I do not have the complete list 

yet, but I want to thank the people in the Temple 

community who I know made the effort to donate 

blood- Marsha and Joel Dowshen, Arlene Speiser, Art 

Guyer, Michael Scolaro, and Marcy Schwartz.  Thank you 

also to people who put up posters, talked to family and 

friends, etc.  You have made a difference!  Randye 

 

 
Adult Education  

Sunday February 10th 11:15 to 12:30  

Student Rabbi Julie Pfau  will lead a 

discussion on òFinding Your Own Voice in 

Prayeró, An in Depth Look at Jewish 
Prayer, Learning to Transform Ancient 

Words and Melodies of Our Prayer book to 
our Contemporary lives.ó 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
The Temple doors have been 

found unlocked on a few 

occasions this past month.  

Please make sure both the back 

door and the front door are 

completely closed and the front 

door locked upon leaving.   

 
 

 

Gift Card Program   
Please everyone make the effort and call 298-5306.    

Marsha and Joel Dowshen                                                             

             

 

 

Do to some bookkeeping problems we are asking  

you to check your bank accounts to see if any 

checks written to the Temple since June have 

not been cashed.  Please inform Eileen Gale or 

Mike Rosen if you find you have  any outstanding 

checks. This pertains only to Temple checks, not 

gift cards or Sisterhood.  

 
 

Thanks to all who have been contributing granola bars 
for the motel families.  We have been keeping up our 
monthly commitment to add to the grocery bags 
organized by our interfaith community. 
 

 

Temple Board Meeting 1/24/08  

 
 

 
 

Oneg Shabbat and Sisterhood Hosts 
 

February 1  Oneg Speiser and Fechter 
Families 

February 23   Luncheon Hebrew School 
parents 

February 11  Sisterhood Mimi Geller & Pat 
Tolomeo 

March 10   Sisterhood Bonnie Goldman 
and Rhea Goldman 

March 14  Oneg Osman and Kamer 
Families 

March 29 Luncheon Kaplow and Aubry 
Family 

April 4   Oneg Rachel Schwartz and Affrime 
Families 

April 19  Luncheon  Trackman and 
Weiskoff Families 

May 3  Oneg Grabenstein and Lowry in 
Honor of Bat Mitzvah 

May 12  Sisterhood  Renee Harrison and 
Sandy SchwartzBird 

May 16  Oneg  Ronnie Bradbury and 
Jennifer Carton Families 

May 30  Oneg Giachetti Family in honor of 
Bônai Mitzvot 

June 9  Sisterhood Covered Dish  Randye 
Bloom and Marsha Dowshen 

June 13 Oneg Popko Family in honor of Bat 
Mitzvah 

 

If you are unable to attend and 
provide refreshments on the date that was 
assigned to you, it is your responsibility to 
switch with someone.   Please note that any 
leftover food must be removed from the 
temple and not left in the refrigerator.  
Please inform Mimi Geller of the change in 
hosts at 298-1557 

  



 

february  2008                                       Shevat  -  Adar 1 5768  

 
 
 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed    Fri  Sat 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

January 27  

 

Religious  

School -  Tu 

B'Shevat 

Seder  

9 - 11am 

 

 

 28  29  

 

30   31 

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

Food 

Delivery  

1 

 

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM   

Oneg Hosts 

Families 

Speiser and 

Fechter  

2  

 

3  

Religious 

School 

10:30 - 12:30  

 

 

4  5  

 

 

 

6  

 

Rosh 

Chodesh 

Adar 1  

7 

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

8  

 

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM   

 

9  

 

10  

Religious  

School  

10:30 to 12  

Adult Ed  

11:15 to 

12:30  

 

11 

Sisterhood  

Ceramics 

Painting 

7:00  

Mimi Geller 

and Pat 

tolomeo 

hosts  

12  13  14  

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

15  

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

 

16  

17 

 

No 

Religious 

School  

 

18 

 

Presidents 

Day  

19 20  2 1 

 

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

22  

 

Friday Night 

Services  

7:30PM  

 

2 3  

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services  

9:30AM -  11:30  

Hebrew School 

leading services 

and Parents 

Hosting  light 

lunch  

24  

 

No 

Religious 

School  

 

2 5  

 

Knitting 

Group  

2 6  27  28  

Hebrew 

School  

4:30PM -  

6:30PM  

Food 

Delivery 5:15 -

6:15  

29  

Friday Night 

Services  

Tot Shabbat 

6PM  

Pot Luck 

Dinner  

Adult 

Services 

7:30  

 

March 1st  

       

  Rabbi Julie will lead services and Adult Ed this month. 
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ARTRAGEOUS CREATIONS 

Monday, February 11th, 7PM 

  

 

 
 

   
Mezzuzah $14.00 

    Heart Box $12.00 
    Ring Hoder $15.00   

   

      Small Seder Plate $21.00 
    Large Seder Plate $27.00 
    Tzedaka Box $20.00 
        
    Heart Mug $20.00 
    Jumbo Traditional Mug $20.00 
        
    Set of 2 Candle Sticks -Large $27.00   

   Set of 2 Candle Sticks -Small $20.00 
 

Kiddush Cup $16.00 
    

  

 
 

   Please select which ceramic piece(s) you would like to paint during our program, and email Shira 
creativeoasis@comcast.net your selection by January 25th.  Artrageous Creations will bring your piece to the 
meeting, along with all the paint, glazes and supplies you will need to turn them into works of art.  After they 

fire the painted pieces, they will deliver them to the us. 

 

 
 

     

      

      

      
 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

Mugs, Kiddush Cup, Heart Box, 
Mezzuzah 

 
 

 

 
 

Heart Box (same as above but 
painted) 
 

   

 

 

    
    

      

      Large & Small Seder Plates & Tzedaka Box 

   

       


