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Rabbi’s Message

“Let's be honest- in some synagogues, guests are
barely tolerated. The people in the constantly
changing Bar and Bat Mitzvah crowd are viewed by
many regulars as interlopers instead of as guests who
are to be welcomed and valued. Changing this
attitude toward guests is the first step in creating a
welcoming ambiance in the congregation.

How can a synagogue love guests? The single most
important way is for the congregation members
themselves to express their personal welcome when
they see a stranger.”

This quote comes from a book by Dr. Ron Wolfson
called The Spirituality of Welcoming: How to
Transform Your Community into a Sacred
Congregation. Last year, I had a chance to meet Dr.
Wolfson in person at a conference for Philadelphia
area synagogues for which he was the key note
speaker. There he, single handedly, welcomed all 250
attendees with a smile and a handshake.

As part of the conference, Dr. Wolfson led a session
with the 40 or so rabbis in attendance. As part of that
session, he took the rabbis outside to the front of the
large Reform congregation where the conference was
being held. He asked us all to imagine ourselves as
newcomers to this synagogue. Would we know where
the front entrance was? Would we be able to find the
office? The rabbi's study? The sanctuary? Even, in
this warm and welcoming environment, many of
these questions were difficult to answer.

Amazingly, sometimes the hardest to find for a
newcomer to a synagogue is the front door. Our
synagogue is no exception, as several people have
commented over the years, that

they did not know which door to enter from. At
Germantown Jewish Centre, where Ashirah and I
belong in Philadelphia, there are at least three
entrances, none clearly marked or easy to figure out.
And, once in B'nai Abraham, there is no easy way to
find the bathrooms or, perhaps, even the sanctuary.
What this proves to me, is that no mater how big or
small, you can always be more welcoming.

I write these words on the eve of the most major
event any synagogue holds every year, the High
Holidays. This is a time where many members, who
are not often there or are first timers, come to
navigate the hardest service of the year. One could
spend a lifetime studying the liturgy contained within
the Machzor, the High Holiday prayer book.
Aramaic, Hebrew, Major and Minor keys, references
to all levels of Jewish writing, it is not easy, even for
rabbis.

Therefore, it is imperative on people that do know
what is happening and are familiar with our
community, to help out those that are not as familiar.
This may mean simply introducing yourself to a
newcomer and making them feel at home. At a
synagogue our size, we really cannot afford to turn
away guests. Appreciate that people are new and
might feel intimidated and alone, even amongst their
family.

As we learn from our patriarch and matriarch
Abraham and Sarah, let's keep our tents open from all
sides and when guests come, greet them with our
warmest welcome. This is, after all, the B'nai
Abraham way.

Shanah Tovah U'Metukah (a good, sweet year,)

Rabbi Alex
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Temple B’nai Abraham Officers

President: Betsy Ramos
Executive VP: Stan Zeichner
Religious VP: Mike Rosen
Financial VP: Kim Ehrlich
Secretary: Jen Carton
Trustees:

Susan Giachetti
Rhea Goldman
Eileen Gale
Rick Shain

Religious School Chair
Membership Chair:
Building Chair

Adult Education Chair:

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood Officers

President Shira Lowry
Vice President Debby Weiss
Treasurer Marcy Schwartz
Financial Secretary Rita Nissim
Record. Secretary Ellen Wehrman
Corres. Secretary Mimi Geller

Trustees:
Susan Giachetti
Elaine Trackman

Phyllis Chudoff
Eileen Gale

YAHRZEITS

September 7th

We will remember Deanne Klein, sister of Arlene Speiser,
Elinore Roth, mother of Elaine Trackman, Harry
Roseman, father of Renee Harrison, lda Goldman, wife of
Hyman Goldman, Robert Klein, father of Ashirah Lazarus-
Klein, Zelda Goldman, mother of Norman Goldman
September 14™

We will remember Ruth Pierce, mother of Ira Pierce
September 21°

We will remember Molly Schaffer, mother of Rhoda
Kessler, Herman Sternfeld, father of Mildred Josephson,
Ida Kushner, mother of Sol Kushner, Fred Gutstein,
husband of Lilian Gutstein,(past temple members).
September 28"

We will remember Nissim Nissim, father of Martin Nissim,
and Noah Bloom, maternal grandfather of Ida Reichlin,
past temple member.

October 5™

Mervin Groveman past temple member

Shabbat Services and New Year Schedule for
September

Friday September 7" First Service of the Year. 7:30PM
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Temple President Betsy Ramos
and Sisterhood President Shira Lowry Light Candles 7:04

Rosh Hashanah

Erev Rosh Hashanah Wednesday September 12",
7:30PM Light Candles 6:55
First Day— Thursday September 13" 9:30 to 12 noon
Tashlich 12:30PM Light Candles after 7:52
Thursday night family service and pot luck 6PM
Second Day- Friday September 14 9:30AM

Friday Evening Services 7:30PM  Light Candles 6:52

Yom Kippur
Kol Nidre Friday September 21 6PM

Light Candles 6:40
Day of Atonement Saturday September 22 9:30AM
Yizkor Approximately 11:30AM, Minchah 5:30PM,
Break the Fast 7:30PM

Friday September 28" 7:30PM Shabbat Services in
the Sukkah Lights Candles 6:30

We hope and pray for the recovery of our loved
ones and friends every Friday night during
Sabbath eve worship. If you know someone
dear to you, who 15 1n need of our
congregation’s prayers, please tell Rabbi Alex
or any board member.

( Guest tickets for the High Holidays \

Single members are entitled to one guest ticket at $25.
Family members are entitled to 2 at $25 each. Additional
tickets are $100 for non-members. Contact Mike Rosen
or Kim Ehrlich, or just send in check with names of guests
to the Temple. Send a note identifying the check is for the
tickets. Remember, any amount paid toward High
Holiday tickets will be put toward membership dues if the
person joins the Temple that year.

Membership Drive for 2007-08

As an incentive for our members to find new members to
join the temple, the board has approved the following: for
every new member referred to the temple, you will
receive $100 off of your dues the first year they join.
Please have the new member indicate that you referred
them to obtain the benefit of this promotion.

Temple Board Meeting - September 25th, 7:00PM at
the home of Jen Carton.

Sisterhood Board Meeting September 9'". 4PM at the
home of Rita Nissim.




Teen Group

Our very successful teen group (a regional group with
Princeton's String of Pearls and Belle Mead's Kehilat
Shalom) is beginning again this September. ALL TBA
post-b'nai mitzvah teens are invited to join. We have two
new leaders from Princeton University this year who are
already hard at work in planning events. Last year we
had a big and very active group that met every couple of
weeks for an event. Cost is $50/teen/year (to help pay for
our wonderful leaders), plus the cost of tickets or food or
any event that charges us money.

If you would like your teen to be included, please contact
Marcy Schwartz at marcy_schwartz@hotmail.com or 324-
0571

Knitting-Crafting Group

The Knitters have opened up the group to all hand-
crafters. Bring any projects you may be working on, i.e. scrap
bookking, stamping, embroidery and of course knitting and
crocheting. We will meet on September 24™ at 7:30PM at the
Temple. The Temple is a centrally located site for all and we
will have a cozy fun social evening.. Plan your fall/winter
projects in the next two months and join us for our monthly get-
together. Any questions or concerns, contact Betsy at 298-0437
or Eileen at 291-0220.

<<> With our School

10:00 to 12 Noon
Sunday September 16 Sunday School 9:30 to 10:30
Sukkah Building 10:00 to 12:30, with Hebrew School
Thursday, September 20 Hebrew School 4:30 to 6:30
Sunday September 23 Hebrew-Sunday School
10:00 to 12:00 Decorating Sukkah

Thursday September 27 No Hebrew School
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BREAK THE FAST SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22

Temple B’nai Abraham and Sarah Seidel Sisterhood
invite you and your family to join us for Break the Fast
(around 7:00PM).

Cost is $10.00 adult, Children 6 -12 $5.00, with children
under 5 free.

Families attending are asked to bring a prepared covered
dish, which you can sign up for with your reservation.
Volunteers are also needed to help set up and clean up.
Please contact Karen Nissim at 298-4845 or
NeilN64@aol.com with your reservations. which are
required by September 12". Send your payment in
advance to Karen Nissim, 38 Thompson St., Bordentown,
NJ 08505. Checks should be made payable to Sarah
Seidel Sisterhood.

Gmar Hatimah Tova!

SARAH SEIDEL SISTERHOOD
NEWS

Hello Ladies!

I hope you all had a wonderful summer. This
is a reminder that the first meeting and
program of the year for Temple B'nai
Abraham Sisterhood will be a cooking
demonstration. Local executive chef, Javier
Ramirez, will create an exciting dinner for us
(Yum), preceded by a brief meeting. If you
have not already paid dues for the year,
please bring a check for $25. Prospective
members (Bring a friend!) are welcome to
come and meet everyone without paying at
this time. Hope to see you all there!

What: Sisterhood Cooking Demo & Dinner
Where: Shira Lowry's Home. 4 Bridle Way
Columbus. Directions Below

When: September 17th 6PM

RSVP: shira@levintex.com or 609-440-9753
by Friday 9/7

Who: Members, prospective members,
friends

Cost: $5.00 for the Dinner

Directions: (From the Temple)

Left out of temple parking lot

Left on Farnsworth

Cross Rt 130 and Cross Rt 206 - Farnsworth
becomes Georgetown Road

Go 4.5 Miles and Make left onto Georgetown
Road

Drive 1 block and go thru stop sign

Make 2nd Right onto Bridle Way

We are the second house on the right - #4.

If anyone is not comfortable driving, please
let me know and I will try to find a car pool.
Best Wishes,

Shira

Take a look at the kitchen and closet. Thank you to our
Sisterhood ladies who gave up their time this summer to
clean out and re-arrange the cabinets and closet. Please
try to keep them as you find it. If you notice we are in
need of some supplies, jot it down on the notepad on the
refrigerator. Thank you Ladies.



Message from Temple President:

Hope all of you had a wonderful summer. | want to wish
everyone a happy and healthy new vear. | look forward
to another great year at Temple B'nai Abraham. We are
still working on some items from last year (doors, signs,
and new steps). Please contact me if you have any
suggestions of ways we can improve. Call me at 298-
0437 or e-mail me at bramos@capehart.com. Betsy

Around our Temple News and Notes

Get well wishes go to Gertrude Bonatti Zotta who was
very ill recently. She is now re-cooperating at home.

Get well wishes also to Marcel Nissim, Larry Fenick, Bea
Bagan and Sol Kushner.

Glad to hear Is Kamer is doing very well after his recent
illness.

Welcome new members Debbie & Diego Reyes and
their 3 children, Andrea, Zachary and Elizabeth.

A Message from Sid Morginstin

I just completed my annual -- or whenever I get around to
it -- inventory of the Temple's religious items. We do
have enough of everything, and all items are in great
condition.

As you may know, we have a new Torah. Well, OK a
used one. It replaced the very heavy Torah. So we now
have a very light one that we bought in 2004. The "new"
is a bit heavier but much lighter than the one we traded.
You have heard of three way trades in baseball. Well this
was a three way torah trade involving us, another shul and
a Hillel. A new Megillah for Purim (yet to be delivered)
and a new YAD (pointer) were also part of the deal. OK.
both of these are used as well.

I did encounter one problem though. We are missing
about 11 of the MAHZOR HADASH, the High Holiday
Prayer books. We should have 125. There are only 114.

PLEASE check your homes. Perhaps you borrowed
one (or another book) and forgot to return it. If you have
any books belonging to the temple, please return them. If
you want to borrow a book, please feel free to do so. Just
please drop me a note.

Sid Morginstin

Donations

Temple

In Memory of
Elaine Zeitz from Carl Zeitz and Randye Bloom and
Michael Scolaro
Harry Roseman from Renee Harrison
Norman Goldman and Julius Lederman from Steven
Lederman and Bonnie Goldman
Elinor Roth from Jay and Elaine Trackman
Abraham Kaiser from Eileen Gale
Louis Rosen from Gerald and Madge Rosen
Selma Bloom from Randye Bloom and Michael Scolaro

Sisterhood

In Memory of
Carolyn Shoengold from Elaine and Jay Trackman and
Phyllis and Is Kamer

Joy and Sorrow
Happy 2nd Birthday Mollie Ehrlich from Eileen Gale
and Marcy Schwartz and Rick Shain and family

Mazel Tov

In Honor Of
Rhea Goldman, Member of the year from Jeffrey
Goldman and Shirley Littleford, Eileen Gale, and R. Kevin
McGrory and Mary Lou Delanhanty
In honor of all my friend"s birthdays from Phyllis
Kamer
Donation for holiday flowers in memory of Leah and
Nathan Smulian graciously donated by Andrew and
Rhona Smulian.

Temple B’nai Abraham and Sarah Seidel
Sisterhood Embroidered Tablecloth

The Embroidered tablecloth is very delicate and is used
on special occasions during the year. Phyllis Chudoff has
taken on the task of embroidering names on the cloth.

All Temple and Sisterhood members can add their names
to the cloth. Contact Phyllis at 499-3217

Donation is $5.00 to the Sisterhood.

A message from Is and Phyllis Kamer

Is and | wish to thank all who sent donations to Sarah
Seidel Sisterhood, sent get well cards and made
concerned phone calls while Is was so gravely ill. He had
a life-threatening E-coli infection as a result of his
emergency gall bladder operation. We are sure it was
your prayers and good wishes that hastened his slow, but
complete recovery.

In appreciation, a donation was made to Sarah Seidel
Sisterhood and Temple B’nai Abraham by the Kamer
Family..

Gift Card Program

It has been a slow summer for gift cards. | guess our
members are either on vacation or on a starvation diet.
For the months of June, July and August $7,000. were
sold, and the Temple made $350. A big thanks to the
following participants: Osman, Wehrman, Rosen, Bloom,
Weiss, Morganstin, Glanz, Trackman, Ramos, Chudoff,
Bonatti-Zotta, Dowshen, Cantor, R. Goldman, Gale,
Zeichner, Carton.

Please contact Marsha Dowshen 298-5306 to get your gift
cards




Programs and Services Available to Temple
and Sisterhood Members

Sisterhood Joy and Sorrow

Cards of sympathy, good cheer, or mazel tov, are available
through Sarah Seidel Sisterhood at a cost of $2.50 minimum.
Contact Rita Nissim at 298-5357.

Temple Joy and Sorrow

Cards of sympathy or good wishes are available through Temple
B’nai Abraham at a cost of $5 minimum. Contact Sharon Dauber
at 291-9169.

Torah Prayer Books (Chumashim)

For those interested in purchasing a torah prayer book in honor
of or in memory of someone, the cost is $75. If interested,
please call or e-mail Betsy Ramos. You may also sponsor our
existing Siddur at a cost of $35.00.

General Donations

For anyone interested in making a general donation to the
synagogue that does not fit into any of the above categories, of
course, the synagogue will be happy to accept the donation.
You may send a check to Temple B’nai Abraham, P.O. Box 245,
Bordentown, NJ and indicate whether it is for a special occasion
and whether you would like the synagogue to send an
acknowledgment to someone. If it is a non-temple member,
please provide his/her/their name(s) and address

Memorial Plaques

Memorial plaques are available at $200 each. To order, please
send the following information IN WRITING to Sid Morginstin,
plague chairman (PO Box 8101, Trenton NJ or e-mail
Sidmorgy@verizon.net. (1) English name of deceased (2)
Hebrew name of deceased. (3) Date of death in the Gregorian
(English) calendar. After the plaque has been put up, you will be
billed. Plagues will not be moved from one board to another.

Cat’s Meow Temple Collectors’ Plaque

Sarah Seidel Sisterhood has available the Cat's Meow
Collectors’ plaque of our Temple for sale at $10.00. The
plaques are imprinted on the back with the date of our
establishment, and signed by the artist. Contact Eileen Gale at
291-0220.
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Social Action

Many thanks to Robin Affrime and Susan Giachetti for
their help with food delivery to the motel this summer!
The food pantry contributions from TBA were all
appreciated last year. Now that the baskets are empty,
please bring in non-perishable foods for the pantry and
boxes of granola bars for our monthly interfaith service
project in Sept.!

Here is a little anecdote from the delivery of the grocery
bags....
“Dear Friends,

Just a note to let you know how much the grocery
bags and hygiene items are appreciated. There is one
man at the Riverfront who has psoriasis, and always asks
us if we have "good lotion" for him. And the last few
months we have been able to set aside some good stuff
for him, in addition to groceries. Well, this past
delivery (last Monday) there was a man who had just
gotten to the Riverfront a few days before. He told us
he lost his home in a nasty divorce, and when his car
needed significant repair, he couldn't make his rent, and
was out on the street. He motioned to a man (the one
with the lotion), and said, "The only reason | have
anything to eat, is because he shared what he had.”
And that man said the only reason he had food was that
we had delivered it. So these two men (and whoever
else) have been living on that bag of groceries for about
a month. And the only reason they have something to
eat is because you shared!!

Thank you from all of the folk, Anne”

Food Pantry - Elaine Trackman has been a volunteer at
The Bordentown Food Pantry at St Mary’s Church and has
brought an up-to-date list of items needed: Shampoo,
bar soap, tooth paste, tooth brushes, and rice. Please
bring items when you come to the temple. Leave them
in the basket in the hallway.




Temple B'nai Abraham 2007-2008 Oneg & Sisterhood Hosts List

Shabbat Services & Sisterhood Meetings

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Rosh Hashanah Family Pot Luck
Service

Sisterhood Program - Cooking Demo &
Dinner

Yom Kippur Break Fast

Shabbat Evening - Sukkot

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Program-TBA

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Program — Holiday Fund
Raiser and Jewelry Party

Shabbat Service (Saturday AM)

Shabbat Evening - Chanukah

Sisterhood Program - Movie: Keeping
Up with The Steins

Shabbat Evening

Shabbat Service (Saturday AM)
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Shabbat Evening

Shabbat Evening

Shabbat Service (Saturday AM)

Sisterhood Program - Yoga

Sisterhood Board Meeting
Sisterhood Program - Passover Wine
Tasting

Shabbat Evening

Shabbat Service (Saturday AM)
Shabbat Evening

Shabbat Service (Saturday AM)
Sisterhood Board Meeting

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Program - Book Review
Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Board Meeting

Shabbat Evening

Sisterhood Program - Covered Dish
Shabbat Evening

Date

Friday, September 7, 2007
Sunday, September 9, 2007

Thursday, September 13, 2007

Monday, September 17, 2007
Saturday, September, 22, 2007

Friday, September 28, 2007
Friday, October 5, 2007
Monday, October 8, 2007
Friday, October 19, 2007
Sunday, October 28, 2007
Friday, November 9, 2007

Monday, November 12, 2007

Saturday, November 24, 2007

Friday, December 7, 2007

Monday, December 10, 2007

Friday, December 14, 2007
Saturday, January 5, 2008
Sunday, January 6, 2008
Friday, January 18, 2008
Friday, February 1, 2008
Saturday, February 9, 2008

Monday, February 11, 2008
Sunday, March 2, 2008
Monday, March 10, 2008

Friday, March 14, 2008
Saturday, March 29, 2008
Friday, April 4, 2008
Saturday, April 19, 2008
Sunday, April 27

Friday, May 3, 2008
Monday, May 12, 2008
Friday, May 16, 2008
Sunday, May 25, 2008
Friday, May 30, 2008
Monday, June 9, 2008
Friday, June 13, 2008

Hosts

Betsy Ramos & Shira Lowry
Rita Nissim's Home

All Hebrew School & Tot Shabbat
Families will be contacted separately

Shira Lowry's Home

Rita and Karen Nissim

Morganstin & Klepner

Snyder Bar Mitzvah

Ellen Wehrman & Patricia Light-Tolomeo
Cantor & Fattori Families

Marcy Schwartz & Epstein Family
Sheila Lamonsoff & Debbie Weiss

Jen Weiskot & Ehrlich-Cook Familes

All Hebrew School & Tot Shabbat
Families will be contacted separately

Sheri Haines & Debbie Reyes

Saperstein Bat Mitzvah
Ronnie Zeichner & Elaine Trackman

Goldberg & Goldberg Families
Arlene Speiser & Randy Fechter
Marcia Rosen & Madge Rosen

Mimi Geller & Rita Nissim

Bonnie & Rhea Goldman

Linda Osman & Phyllis Kamer
Jessica Kaplow & Kim Aubry
Rachel Schwartz & Robin Affrime
Eileen Gale & Phyllis Chudoff

Grabenstein Bat Mitzvah
Renee Harrison & Sandy SchwartzBird
Ronnie Bradbury & Jen Carton

Giachetti B'nai Mitzvot
Randye Bloom & Marsha Dowshen
Popko Bat Mitzvah

If you are unable to attend and provide refreshments on the date that was assigned to you, it is your responsibility to switch with
someone. Please note that any left over food must be removed from the temple and not left in the refrigerator
Sisterhood Programs and Dates are all Tentative at this time.




SEPTEMBER 2007

ELUL 5767 TISHREI 5768

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 4 5 6 7 8
Friday Night
Services
7:30PM
Oneg Hosts
Betsy Ramos and
Shira Lowry
9 11 12 13 14 15
Rosh Hashanah First Rosh Hashanah
Hebrew Day Second Day
School Open Rosh 9:30AM - 12:00PM 9:30AM -
House Hashanah Tashlich .
10 — 12 Noon First Night 12:30PM - 1:30PM Frli(zl;l(;foglivg[ht
Sisterhood 7:30- 9:00PM Rosh Hashanah .
Board Family Service Services
Meeting 6:00-7:00PM 7:30 - 9:00PM
4PM at Rita
Nissim’s
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sunday Yom Kippur
School Sisterhood Hebrew School Yom Kippur Morning
9:30-10:30 Dinner 4:30 to 6:30 Kol Nidrei 9:30AM
Sukkah Meeting Shira 6:00PM - 8:00PM Yizkor
Building Lowry’s home 11:30AM
10to 12 6PM Minchah/
Hebrew All are Neilah
School welcome 5:30PM
10:30- Break Fast
12:30PM 7:30PM -
9:00PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Friday Night in the
Hebrew Knitting/Craft | Temple Board No Hebrew Sukkah
School/ Get together at | Meeting at Jen School 7:30PM - 9:00PM
Decorating the Temple Carton’s . Morginstin &
Sukkah 7:30PM 7:00PM Food Delivery Klepner Families
10 to 12 noon 5:15- 6:30PM hosts
30 |
Religious
School
9:30 to 10:30
Hebrew
School 10:30
to 12:30
Bordentown
325"
Anniversary
Parade
2 PM




