Temple B’nai Abraham Sarah Seidel Sisterhood

While most people think of the Jewish caendar as being solely a lunar calendar, it actualy is a
combination of a lunar and a solar calendar. The leap month of Adar, added in every two to three years,
helps us compensate for the several week difference between the solar and lunar years. Without this
additiona month, our holidays would bounce around the seasons, falling at unexpected times and
throwing off the rhythm of the Jewish year. Sukkot, a harvest holiday, would appear in the winter when
there is no crops, and Chanukah, a celebration of light, would occur at atime when light is plentiful in the
middle of the summer.

Unlike the Jewish year, the Muslim year is not tied to the seasons. They rely fully on alunar calendar and
are thus surprised every year by which time and which season their holidays will fall. The most well
known example of this is the holiday of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Muslim year, and a time of
fasting, family, and community.

Severa years ago, | traveled to Istanbul from Israel during my winter vacation. Unbeknownst to my
traveling companions and I, our trip was fortuitously planned to coincide with Eid al-Fitr, the celebration
upon ending the fast of Ramadan. While Jews celebrated Chanukah and Christians celebrated Christmas,
Muslims the world over were off from work and school to celebrate their own unique three-day festival.

For us this meant watching with delight at al the people out in the streets, fairs of delicious foods, and
dancing and singing al around. Not to mention the fact that al public transportation in the city was
completely free.

This year’s convergence of Muslim, Christian, and Jewish holidays has a much more somber tone. This
year, Ramadan begins on October 3-4, the same day as Rosh Hashanah and the Jewish month of Tishri.

In addition, on October 4, Christians celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, a day marked by a
procession of animals for a saint known for hislove of animals. As a perfect time for interfaith dialogue,
an organization called The Tent of Abraham (www.tentofabraham.org) led by Rabbi Arthur Wascow put
out a call for religious communities to work together to mark these occasions together. In Bordentown,
Rev. John Wesley Morrison of the United Methodist Churches of Crosswicks and Elisdale and Tom Riley
of the Unitarian Universalist Church and myself have arranged a Harvest of Faith - Interfaith Dialogue at
the United Methodist Church of Crosswicks on October 20 at 7 PM. There we will construct an interfaith
Sukkah and hold a dialogue session with faith groups in the area, hopefully including Muslims,
Christians, and Jews.

Please come and support our efforts to make Bordentown a place where all religions feel welcome. | 1ook
forward to seeing you during the High Holidays

Shanah Tovah,

p.s. - Rev. Morrison, who is an excellent Hebraist, will be offering a beginning Hebrew class to adults. Please see
me if you are interested
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Qun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
September October 1
30
Tot Shabbat
Services and
Pot Luck
Dinner 6PM
Adult Services
7:30PM
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Rosh
Religious Rosh Hashana Rosh Hebrew School Shabbat
School 9:30 to Hashana Morning Services Hashana 4:30PM to Services
10:30 Services 9:30AM, Tashliph Mornin 6:30PM 7:30PM
10:30 to 12:30 7-30PM 12%;?;3@;? ng Servicéi
Morning Services 9:30AM
Family Services
6:30PM
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Yom Kippur
Religious School Yom Kippur 9:30PM Shabbat
9:30t0 10:30 Kol Nidre Baby Sitting Services
10:30to 12:30 6:30PM Available 7:30PM
Adult Ed 1PM ' Yizkor 12 Noon
Evening 5PM
Mincah/Ne'Leh
Break the Fast
7PM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Shabbat
Joint Hebrew and Hebrew School Services
Religious School 4:30PM to 6:30PM 7:30PM
10 to 12 noon Harvest of Faith Sukkah
Build Sukkot 7Pm Program
Susan B. Komen United Methodi st Onegy
Race for the Cure . Church Jennifer Carton
JRF Camp Open Eve of Sukkot First Day of Second Day of Crosswicks, NJ and Marcy
House2 -6 Sukkot Sukkot Schwartz hosts
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Religious School Simcah Torah Shabbat
9:30to 10:30 Services and NO Services
10:30to 12:30 Hebrew School .
Adult Ed 1PM All areinvited to REC'EL'GC')gtJS 7:30PM
- attend 4:30 to
CIREC 3105 Shemini Atzeret 6:30PM
30 31 NOVEMBER 1 Nov. 2 Nov. 3 Nov. 4 Nov. 5
Religious Hebrew School Shabbat
School 9:30 to 4:30PM to Services
10:30 6:30PM 7:30PM Oneg
10:30 to 12:30 Pryllis Chudoff
and Robin

Afrime hosts




